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Police Division. Fro m January , 198 5, t o t h e p r e sen t , the
Norfolk Division has taken into custody 183 individuals under
the Emergency Protective Custody Provisions of t he N e b r a s k a
Mental Health Act. The following is a breakdown by year of the
emergency protective custody committals:" and you can r ead t h a t .
I t wa s 3 0 i n ' 85 and ' 8 9 , i n ' 88, 4 7 . "As c an b e see n, t he
number of emergency protective custody committals performed by
the Police Division has been steadily increasing over the years.
If the trend continues during 1989, it would appear that the
Polic e Di vi si on will have in excess of 50 emergency committals
by the en d o f t h e y ea r . " T hen you can go on and r e ad t he r e st
of it. I ask for your adoption of this amendment and I will
speak to it a little later. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank y o u. Di scuss i o n o n t h e Pet e r s o n
amendment? Senator Hefner, followed by Senator Schellpeper,
Wesely, Warner, Hannibal and Goodrich. S enator He f n er , p l e a s e .

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body, I r i se
to support this amendment to LB 813. The need i s v e r y g r ea t .
The need is great to open this ward at the Norfolk Regional
Center. I have been contacted by some county sheriffs and guite
a few county attorneys in northeast Nebraska s aying t he y h av e n o
place to go with some of these mentally ill people. There i s n o
help available and so they bring them back home again, and, o f
course, when they bring them back home again, we never kn ow what
is go ing t o h a ppen . Surely, su r el y , we c a n f i nd a l i t t l e money
for this. We can change...we can either change the funding
around or e l s e w e c an add n e w m o n ey , and S enator Pet e r so n
offered an amendment last week, I believe it was, that we would
change our priority of funding with the department, but that
d idn ' t fly. So now he has come back with an amendment that
would add an additional 500 and some thousand plus. I t h i nk
t hi s i s t he way to go. I realize that I am a conservative in
some of these fields but I just feel that the need is there and
we need to do something. Senator Peterson's amendment is badly
needed and I would encourage you to su port it.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r S c h e l l p e p e r .

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: T hank you , Mr . S p eaker a n d members. I
also rise to support Senator Peterson. I t h i n k o n e t h i ng w e
k eep f o r g e t t i n g i s t h at t h i s bu i l d i ng is al r ead y t he r e . We
don' t h ave to b u i l d a n y b u i l d i n g , which is very important. All
we have to do is just to open this ward again. The bui l d i ng i s
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