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SENATOR WESELY: Withdraw.

SPEAKER BARRETT: It is withdrawn.

CLERK: The next amendment, Nr. President, is Senators Wesely,
Norrissey, Smith and Coordsen, addi t i on a l ch . l d . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sen at o r W e s e ly .

SENATOR WESELY: Withdraw that one.

SPEAKER BARRETT: It is withdrawn.

CLERK: Th e n ex t amendment, Nr . President, . s by Sena t o r
Haberman.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Haberman. It is w ithd r a wn .

CLERK:
amend.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senat or Pe t e r s on .

SENATOR PETERSON: Ny go odn e s s , we ar e r ea l l y r o l l i ng h er e b u t I
wi l l . . . I am go i n g t o r un my amendment. To me and to most of you
i n t h i s bod y , t h i s sh ou l d b e one of th e most important votes
o u's i d e of a couple of oth ers this morning , S e n a t o r Lyn ch ' s
amendment and that, t hat I t h i n k y ou wi l l mak e t od ay . D o y o u
want to save lives? You have a c h an c e h e r e t od ay t o d o s o. I
come before you today asking your suppor t t o h e l p a n u m be r o f
people who are not being helped because we ar e i gn o r i ng t he need
f or a d d i n g be d s w hi c h a r e available at a R gional "enter. These
are people waiting to get in for mental health treatment or need
a hospital fo r tre atment who cannot be treated in Nebraska's
community mental health system. Many are suicidal, and in
r ecen t wee k s , I k n ow of six attempts at one c ounty . I n a t h r ee
week pe r i o d , t h r ee out of six comm itted suic i d e . Th i s i s
terrible. Are those lives worth 565,000? I think they are, xf
one of them could have been s aved . Now i f we c an s pend m o n e y
for other t h ings that are le ast im portant and what ismore
important than children and lives to start up a 34 bed ward that
wil l he l p sev er a l hu nd r e d p e o p l e i n a yea r ' s t i me , I t h i nk we
can do that. We cannot allow vacant facilities to r emain v a c a n t
at Regional Ce n ters when the needs of the mentally ill are so
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