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that is the issue on the child welfareworkers. |'|| go ahead
and explain the other one as well. sSenator Wsely also had g
amendnent filed on CGeneral File which he w thdrew and has wor ke(g

with this, which deals with the payment systemon Title- XX day
care rates. You will probably be aware, from just people yho
have tal ked to you and all kinds of conversations we had on the
floor of the fact that we are below market rate in terms of
rei mbursing child care providers. And the concern is that these
folks that are currently receiving benefits sinplycan't find

places to place their children. So the commttee added
$1,442,500 into this year's budget which would provide a
20 percent average increase in child care rates. And a second

i mportant point are those people who pay sone portion of this

cost would be held harmess, so that as those rates go yp they
are not faced with a rate increase that they have to make up out

of their own very |i mited resources. So, this reduces the
probl em by one-hal f, which is consistent with the other kinds of
t hings we' ve done. I think this will make a significant
difference in the ability of those |ow income people who are
trying to go out and make a living, find day care, which I
suppose even if you' ve talked to your Yuppie friends |at e|y you
know how difficult that is and how expensive it is. So, we're

offering this as one yay to try to help those fol ks and keep

themin the work force and at the " same time secure a better
quality of day care for children. |f Senator Wesely would |ike

sone of ny time. I'd be happy to give jt to him since he' s
essentially been the one that's been taking the |ead on these

issues. But that is essentially an explanation of t hese two

amendnent s. Senat or Wesely, do you want to address either of
these?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator \Wesely, yours is the eyt |jght, if
you'd like to just go ahead on your tinmne. '

SENATOR WVESELY: Okay, 1" Il do that then. Mr. Speaker’ r‘ﬂembers7
I would rise in support of the conmittee anmendnments and thank
the Appropriations Committee and the membership faor their
i ndul gence. These two issues were both part of |egislation that

cane out of the committee and were comrttee priority bills
whi ch we haven't had a chance to bring to the floor. g5 thanks

to the cooperation of the Appropriations Committee, | did
withdraw the amendments | had placed on General File, and I'm
withdrawing them again on Select File. But | also want to

enphasi ze to you how seriously | think the problems are that are
being addressed and how the response that we hopefully will
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