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better job, but regardless, there's an additional $2.8 m il l i on
of federal funds that are available to us if we qualify people
properly for the waivers. So all told, we' re talking about
30-plus million dollars. We had, as Senator Lynch pointed out
to you, we did have a s ignificant increase in the mental
retardation area this year of a half a million dollars, plus
some specific money towards Region VI of another $250,000, and
we have done some things with the other parts of the regional
centers that we talked about earlier on the budget, a nd I
realize that's not part of this. So to just add an additional
$500,000, a half a million dollars, while it's hard to stand up
and say you' re against mental retardation care and help if you
don't vote for this, it' s.. . i t ' s . ..that isn't my purpose. Ny
purpose i s t o suggest t hat w e hav e go ne a l ong ways
towards...and we' ve funded the entire request of the department.
Realize that the com munity-based p rograms, t he r eg i o n s
constantly we'd like more. There are more monies available to
them if they can qualify more people on the waiver. If they get
them waiver eligible, then you bring more people in off the
waiting list and there is a lot of effort that can still be made
t here . The o t her i s sue t hat I a m l e s s f a m i li a r wi t h , b ut I
understand it is under discussion within the E xecut iv e Br a n c h ,
and Senator Lynch did a llude to it, is the earmarking for
children. And while again that sounds like a very noble cause,
it is a question in my mind as to whether we don't already have
that kind of a situation because we have special education, and
special education, by the way, is a little over $60 million this
year in the state.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sen a t or Hannibal , ex cu s e me . (Gavel. )
Proceed. I ' m sor r y .

SENATOR HANNIBAL: T h an k y ou , N r . Sp e a ke r . T hose t h at a r en ' t
listening at least aren't looking terribly at me, so the r e s t of
them that are listening are kind of making faces at me and I
realize that it's not a very popular position. There' s a
question as to whether we ought to put the Department of Public
I nst i t ut i o n s or t h e regions into special earmarking f o r
children. I'm not sure what the answer is. I 'm no t . .. I do n ' t
know that it' s a good idea. I don't know it's a bad i dea, bu t
regardless, to place an additional $500,000 in the budget this
year for this program, I d o n 't be l i eve i t ' s necessary . I
believe we made a significant effort. I think we have other
ways to continue on a program and.
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