Nay 16, 1989 LB 813

that it's tine they move ahead and.. with this 20-year plan then
it's time that we mght as well beglnfundlnglt starting this
ear. | think Senator Hefner in his opening nade it clear that

e was supportive of the needs plan and supportive of noving
ahead but, in his opinion, maybe we should phase the gas tax in.

| guess that anendnent. _that rationale would make a littie nore
sense if we'd have a very const ant gas price that we pay at ipe
punp here in Nebraska. Now i f we'd been pay|ng 80 cents per
gallon for the last 10 years, having a 3.5-cent” jncrease would

be of magnani nous proportions. Obviously, that as such is not
the case. We' ve had trenendous swi ngs in our gasoline price

the punp. Just in the last two nonths we' ve had a trenendous
swing in the gasol ine price at the punp. This added vari able
gas tax we're talKking about here isgsonething that | think if
this body agrees that the State of Nebraska should move ahead
it, it's something that we can afford to do. And, like | said,
if the fact was that gas pump price at the pump would never
change, | think it'd be a lot nore, . Senator Hefner's argumnent
woul d have much nmore wei ght, maybe we shoul d phase it in. But
iven the facts of trenendousswi ngs in gasoline prices in the
ast few nonths, not just the last féw nonths but, you know, for
nmy entire I|fet|me actually, since | remember when | was
little kid going on vacation and seeing gas warsfor under 20
cents a gallon. Those tinmes are no longer here and | think that

because of that, because... because there is really no reason to
really phasethls in, we should all agree that we're
nmove ahead with the highway needs study and fund it at the ful?

level in the first year, and | urge the body to oppose Senator
Hef ner's anendnent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Coordsen, please.

SENATOR COORDSEN:  Thank you, Nr. Speaker, nenmbers of the body.
I, too, rise to oppose Senator Hefner's anmendnment. We tal k at
great Ien th in this body over the years that |I' ve been here on
economi ¢ devel opment and what the state can do to Ip
growth ‘of al| of Nebraska, and there's very I|tt|e t hat the
state can do that has nore inmpact on the economic growth or
mai ntaining status duo than a roads system Senator Hefner
tal ked about or mentioned the nmotor fuel taxes increases in ihe
State of Kansas and State of Nebraska. In addition to that,
shoul d say that | think all of us know that Kansas recently
passed in both houses a $2.6 billion, B-year,newmoney, road
bui | ding program $2.6 billion. And we' re alking about
difference of $10 mllion here. W' re talking about a road
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