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Conmittee, | et alone Senator Hannibal, would ook at this as a
w ndf al | for private schools, it clearly is not. Theissue here
is students and do we want to help students,notprivate

school s. This is not going to help, And| have to disaqgree
with Senator Rogers because this programis not going to keep
one private school open. But. I' Il tell you what jt has done,

just the fact that this issue is before us, it's being debated.
The Suprene Court gave it an affirmative response with regard to
constitutionality. The fact that tuition tax credit bill is out
on the floor, even though it's not on the agenda, it is gut on
the floor, the response has been overwhel ninc, because what has
happened is that private school students and private school

parents, even though we'e taI Ki nlg about not even toget her,
conbi ned these two prograns hal f lion dollars. ave

been recogni zed, for the first ti ma, in a positive manneryby
Legi sl ature and conmmittees of the legislature. aAnd | can't teII
you the inpact that that has had on those people. The number of
letters that it has generated just to ny office alone, and I'm
sure to many of you, has been overwhel ming, pecause it is an
affirmation that they are a vital and integral part of the
education process of this state. We' ve recogni zed t hem The
dollar figure means not hing. The fact that we' ve recognized
that they' re out there, they' re doing an outstanding job of
educating kids,..

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR HALL: and that we recognize that through a very
smal |, very small effort on our part, but one that | think is
very, very needed, | could bereal crassand say you can buy us
cheap, you know you can buy is real cheap, for 150,000 s
program tuition tax credit programthat won't even run 3%0 E)Bb
Kou coul d buy off all 37,000 private school kids for |ess t han
alf anilliondollars. But |'m not going to be, ecause nd
| could offer an anendment that would have reduced this d'o'la] ar
and maybe reached a few people, but the fact of the matter s
it's principle over dollars at this point. Andlthink it is
time that the Legislature, after 18 years, recognizes, 18 vyears
on this issue alone, recoPnl zes the ierortance that private
education plays in our overal ystem recogni ze | our
transportati on, we recognize it in our speC| &P educa{lon itrs
not something new. But we ought to recognl ze it in a small way
t hrough the | oaning of textbooks for Kkids

PRESIDENT: Time.
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