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SENATOR ROGERS: I real l yhaven't been able to follow you this
norni ng. But would you just in nmaybe a minute, why are you
afraid of this progran? It's been declared constitutional, It
isn't that nmany dollars, there has to be some underlying factor
that you' ve been stating that | don't understand.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Senat or Rogers, no, there is not any other
agenda. | think I' ve stated on the floor before that ny yam’ly,
it's fairly. " ny famly do not attend private schools, but my
one daughter did, so | would have every reason in the world to
support this bill, if it were for an ulterior motive. The only
issue that | am trying to present to you now i s that when ‘we
di scuss the issue on General File | bpelieve very few of us
really realized what it was that we were deciding. |fwe now
after having | hope sone very good discussion, make olicy
decision that we want to go ahead and have public dol fiarg funa,
private education, then so be it. | won't be unconfortable with
that, but | think it's in...I will not be supporting it pecause

| think our first priority is to public education, both at the
elementary-secondary  schools and at_ postsecondary education
school s, such as we got involved with the SSIG money. | jyst
feel our first priority is there, and that, if we want to go away
fromthat priority, | just want to nake sure that everybody on
the floor, when they vote on it, saysyes, we do want t0o go away
fromthat as opposed to what | think happened on Ceneral File
where | don't think people nade that consci ous deci sion.

SENATOR ROGERS: Well, | guess the other comment | would have, |

mean a lot of times we talk about dollars in this body. | ihink

if we'd realize the noney that the private gchools save, you

tal k about supporting the public schools with public tax

dol l ars, | have no qual ns witﬁ that either. | mean | support
the public schools in ny district. But | think as long as it is

constitutional, and vyou talk about a fewdollars, baSically if

you want to support the public schools with tax dollars, | think

in the end, Senator Hannibal, you' Il probably gsave a 1little
m_)neY because you' re going to keep some of these schools open a
little longer. So, if that is your argument, that you only want

your state tax dollar to go to public schools, you mi ght

actually save a few dollars in the long run. Tpank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Hall, followed by Senator
Schi mek and Senat or \Warner.
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