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schools, both el ementary and postsecondary, are not val uabl e,
are not good schools and shouldn't be recogni zedfor what they
are in the State of Nebraska. However, | believe we have a
maj or policy decision before us that we haven't had before us
for quite some tine, as a matter of fact since 1971. nd that
policy issue is, do you want to fund private school s, nonpublai c
school's, with taxpayers dollars'? |f you decide you want to 0
that, then you would want to vote against our amendnent, t(ljns
anmendnent, and vote for the Hall amendment and put it as part of
t he budget bill. I f you decide that public schools, both

secondary and elementary, and postsecondary. deserve our first
priority with the taxpayer's dollars, then you will support this

amendnent. | happen to believe that our first priority jg o
fund our public schools, that is nothing against the nonpublic
schools, it just | think is our first priority. And | t hi nk

nost of us on the floor realized that we aren t exactly where we
shoul d be with funding of our public schools. And until we get

to that stage where our public schools are funded properly, then
we ought to concentrate our efforts there and not dilute any
public funds for nonpublic schools. That's the reason why I' ve
offered this amendment, that is the reason why | think it's

inportant policy decision to be made. Thereis a secondary
issue that is...that really isn't as i nportant, and that
secondary issue is if you make the policy decision you want to
fund private schools with public dollars, don't you think we
ought to know how we're going to do that? w don't know ri ght

now. We don't have any rules or regulations. \ho is going to
get the 150,000? Is it going to be based on a first cone, Tgirst
served basis? I's it going to have any need base par amet er s
attached to it'? What happens When that nohey runs out 7 Senator

Hal| is correct, we do have the law changed in 1986 that says
it"s an up front appropriation. ¢ renot going to be invol ving

ourselves past the appropriation that we make. But within the
up front appropriation, in this case the 150,000, we don"t now
how that money is going to be spread out. I think it" s
i mportant, at the very least, that we hold off on t he

appropriation in the aid part, put the noney in the rules and
regul ati ons part for now, have the Departrment of Education

down with some rules and regulations to show us how that m)neey
woul d be distributed, to show us what the inpacts would be. apg
then next year have a serious policy discussion. pgwewant to
do this? Ny personal bpelief is that if we are going to get
involved in education, the taxpayers dollars and private
schools, that maybe our first areaof choice would be a tax
credit on tuition. I believe Senator Hall has introduced a
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