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$150,000 or more for a program that will benefit the students
that are attending private schools is not a great threat to that
public school system. I think it's a recognition of the fact
that these schools help us as public policymakers in c ar r y i n g
out our goal of e ducating all of our young people in as
efficient a fashion as possible. I'm going t o b e su p port i ng
the...Senator Hall's program that has been amended into the
budget bill and will be working along with him and- others that
support this in opposition to the later Hannibal amendment, and
also I am in support of this particular amendment. I t a p pears
as though there is no problem with this amendment and it needs
to be adopted. I'd urge everybody to support this one and save
their big guns for the battle later on with the attempts to
remove this from the bill. But I. think Senator Hall di d a
service to the state by getting his amendment adopted, and I
would' urge people to support him.

PRESIDENT: Tha nk y ou . Senator Hall, please, f ollowed b y

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, Nr. President and members. The issue
is one of, as I guess Senator Hannibal put it, you k now pol i c y
decision. And the policy decision,as he also stated, is one
that we have battled for 18 years. It had its genesis in 1971.
And it came to fruit, so to speak, th r ee weeks ago when the
Supreme Court said fine, there's no problem w ith t he l oan i n g ,
and that's all it is, loaning, because it is not for all
practical purposes giving, but the loaning of textbooks and
textbooks that timey have available to them from the public
school district that a private school finds itself in. The
issue of what will the program cost has clearly been clouded
because you listen to Senator Hannibal say that it could be up
to $3 million, but then for practical...for all practical
purposes for the first couple of years it will be p robably
around a half million dollars. The fact of the matter is,
ladies and gentlemen, the program will cost no more th a n the
amount that we appro'priate for it, plain and simple. We pay fo r
it up front. It' s an entitlement program, yes, but it's an
entitlement program that has a cap on it. I t ' s o n e t hat s ay s
you' re entitled to this, but we capped you out, based on this
amendment it will be approximately 123,000 the first year, and
140,000 t h e seco nd year . It is capped so that there is no
additional expense or not a running tab that the Department of
Education comes in and says here's our deficit appropriation
bill for the textbook loan program. Won't work that way. We

Senator Langford and Senator Hannibal.
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