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understand there is no problemwth this amendnent, but youte
opposing. it. | didn't quite understand why you' reopposing this
particular amendrment. | under stand your position gn the
t ext book | oan program but..

SENATOR HANNI BAL: The amendnent is a clean up to an anendment.
SENATOR W THEN: And you don't want it cleaned up.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Technically all...we have our amendment
drafted to the original anmendnent. So, i f this anendnent
passes, we' |l just draft the amendnent to this amendment. It' s
no big thing.

SENATOR W THEN: Okay, okay. | would rise in support of Senator

Hall's anmendrment, because | think it is a cleanup amendnent and
needs to take place. Very briefly, because Senator Hannibal

spoke to the general jssue of the textbook |oan program 1'd
.just like to, because | may not be here later in he afternoon

when this is debated in earnest, just |like to nake ny position
on this clear. As Chair of the Education Committee gnd as an
i ndi vidual who has consistently,ags a nenmber of this body and
prior to ny involvenent in this body, have peen supportive of
i nprovenents in the area of public educatign, |'dlike to
comrent that | am supportive of nator Hall's efforts jn tnis
area. Sae people may think that is a contradiction, and
unfortunately in our state the history of sypport to students
who attend private schools has become one of those nany, many
lines we draw on the floor that sonehow divides the good guys

from the badguys. | think it's one of those reasons that we,
as a state, have such an apysmally poor record of making
i nprovenments in the area of eduCation’ W' renore interested in
drawing lines and shutting sone people out and hel ping others

than we are in inproving education tfor students jpn the state.
The Rrivate schools in our state make an enornous contribution
to the education of young people. what we need to be doing g

policy-makers that are jnterested in. i mproving education, I
think, is drawing nore people into the circle of those that g¢

supporting the inprovenents of education. | think this program

the textbook | oan programis not a big program | don't have
fears that it's going to escalate into something that j5 gging
to be depriving the public schools of any support. Tnhefact

that we spend a billiondollars inthis state to educate peop?e
in public schools, that's property tax dollars and state incone
tax dollars, and sales tax dollars, indicates that appropriating
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