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N'ahoney Park, whether she would change her position, but I won' t

SENATOR LABEDZ: We don't have the money.

SENATOR ASHFORD: I want to go back over, now this is the third
time we have debated this on the floor and it has been t hr o ugh
two committees now, but I want to go through again for Senator
Labeds where we are on Joslyn Castle , and where we i n t end t o go
with it, so that she...I think she has some misunderstanding,
several misunderstandings that she has indicated in her talk and
I jus t w a n t t o br i ef l y go through the m . First of all,
initially, when this proj ect was started this year, it was
thought that the best place to go with it was the Games and
Parks Commission, and then that was the initial thought. We
went to the Games and Parks Commission and got their unanimous
approval. The commission unanimously approved the project and
came before the Government Committee and spoke in favor of i t .
So even though there was full support for the project' from the
commission, it was decided by me and others that the best thing
to do would be to place this in the Department of
Economic...this project in th e Dep artment of Economic
Development. The whole, as I have said on a couple of occasions
on the floor, the reason for the state involvement was and is to
get the project off the ground. This is a wonderful project for
Omaha and Omaha doesn't have a preservation project like this
within its city limits, and certainly i n a n i nne r c i t y
n eighborhood, a n d Se n a t or Labeds r e p resenting a n i n n er c i t y
neighborhood, I am sure can understand the need for pres e rv ing
sov~e of the areas of her innercity district. This is not in my
district, by the way, but it is an innercity neighborhood and it
is a wonderful structure. S ince we have st a r t ed this p roj e c t ,
there has been tremendous commu~ity support, and Senator Labeds
is right that the continuation of this project is going to
depend t o a gr eat extent upon community support i n t he
Omaha-Douglas County area. The co unty boa rd has committed
$50,000 to match the state's $50,000 appropriation, and that
appropriation will be used primarily for maintenance of the
structure. It is my understanding from talking to the county
board, from Dick Schoettger, that the money cannot be used for a
study but must be used for maintenance, and for r e pair s , a n d it
is my understanding that that is what that money will be used
for. I n addi t i on , we have got t e n t he support from many
nonprofi t gr o u ps, both statewide and in Omaha. T h e State
Arboretum Society, which is a n onprofit group l ocated i n

a sk her t h a t .
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