Nay 16, 1989 LB 813

N ahoney Par k, whet her she woul d change her position, but | won' t
ask her that.

SENATOR LABEDZ: We don't have the nponey.

SENATOR ASHFORD: | want to go back over, pnowthis is the third-
time we have debated this on the floor and it has peen through
two commi ttees now, but | want to go through again for Senator
Labeds where we are on Joslyn Castle, and where we intend to  go

with it, so that she,.| think she has some m sunderstanding,
several ni sunder st andi ngs ‘that she has indicated in her talk and
| just want to briefly go through them. First of all,

initially, when this proj ect was started this year, it was
t hought that the best place to go with jt was the Games and
Parks Commi ssion, and then that was the initial thought. we
went to the Games and Parks Conmi ssion and got  their unani mous
approval . The comm ssion unani m)uslglapproved the project and
cane before the Government Committee an spoke in favor

So even though there was full support for the project’ foromthe'
comission, it was decided by me and others that the best (hjpg
to do would be to place this in the Departnment of
Econom c...this project in the Department of Economic
Devel opnent. The whole, as | have said on a couple of occasions
on the floor, the reason for the state involvenment was and is to

get the project off the ground. This is a wonderful project for
Omha and Omaha doesn't have a preservationproject like this

within its city limts, and certainly in an innercity
nelghborhood and Senator Labeds representing an innercity
nei ghborhood, | amsure can understand the need for preserving

sov~e of the areas of her innercity district. quig

district, by the way, but it is an innercity nei ghborhoo and W
is a wonderful structure. Since we have started this project,

there has been tremendous commu~ity support, and Senator Labeds
is right that the continuation of this project is going to
depend to a great extent upon community support in the
Omaha- Dougl as County area. The county board has committed
$50,000 to match the state's $50,000appropriation, gnd that
appropriation will be used primarily for majntenance of the

structure. It is my understandingfromtalking to the county
board, fromDi ck Schoettger, that the noney cannot be used for a
study but nust be used for mai ntenance, gand for repairs, and it

is my understanding that that is what that noney will be used
for. In addition, we have gotten the support from many
nonprofit groups, both statewide and in Omaha. TheState
Arboretum Society, which is a nonprofit group located in
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