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and turn it into some sort of a tourist center. Now ~~u might
hear later on that these bids, some of them, cannot be accepted
for one reason or another . H owever, th e zo n i n g l aws ca n be
changed. So I would say they are viable bids. Now we started
this whole process with the Historical Society was to do a study
on this issue, and when they did their study, they are supposed
t o s pend $ 3 5 , 000 t o see if we wanted to make a historical
building. Then we went to the Game and Parks, a nd they made u s
an estimate of what it would cost to maintain this building, and
it was somewhere near $100,000 a year to maintain it as a state
park, plus another two or three hundred thousand to bring it up
to snuff so it would be a state park. The statutes state that
you cannot have an urban sta te pa rk . This i s o nly a r ou n d f i ve
a cres a n d t hey wan t to make it into a tourist center,an
attraction center, and they need, say, $50,000. Well, if you
will stop to think, we passed legislation here last week that
gave Douglas County the authority to raise the tax on t heir
motels and hotels with the money going towards tourism, to
promote tourism. Well, if we gave them the authority to r ai se
thousands and thousands of dollars to promote tourism, this is a
good place for that money to go, to promote, if you want to,
Joslyn Castle as a tourist center. So, th e r e f o r e , we do not
need t o gi v e $50,000 of state monies, which I think is
unconstitutional, and even it it wasn't unconstitutional, this
is $50,000 that we don't need to spend. Now, it might seem
insignificant to this group, that $50,000 doesn't amount to much
money compared to the way we have been spending money in the
last couple of weeks. Well, you have to kind of look at it this
way. You can look at it, principle, the principle is wrong,or
you can look at it, 50,000 here and 5 0,000 t h e re and 100 , 00 0
here and pretty soon you are up to $1 million. And when you a r e
talking a million dollars, you are talking a lot of money, isn' t
that right,- Senator Lynch'? Senator Lynch says that is true, you
are talking a lot of money when you are talking a million
dollars. So I w ould ask that this body remove f rom t h e
appropriations bill the state tax dollars of $50,000 that is
going to go towards we don't k now what , t he pur cha s e , the
upkeep, the repair, the maintenance, the study. W e don' t e v e n
know for sure what this $50,000 is going to be used for. So I
would ask this body at this time to vote to remove the $50,000
from LB 813, and thank you, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: Th ank you . Senator Labedz, did you wish to speak on
t h i s ?
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