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mllion m stakes. I just reallyregret that he wasn't here
sooner because | certainly could have used his adviceand
counsel many times in the Jast 10 years. | appreciate pis

sincerity and his honesty and his intensity. | appreciate the
good intentions of all of you. | recognize that this is not gp
easy bill to address. | plead guilty to all of the charges that
have been | evel ed against ne by those individuals on the floor
and of f the floor over the |last nunber of years, if it will make
you feel any better. One point that I will not plead guilty {4
is that | do not have the assunption, | do not have theggme
kind of conpassion for the people of the State of Nebraska ihat

those of you who have opposed this bill profess to have. | g4ies

and gentlemen, there have been thousands of hours of

conscientious effort made by nmembers of this Legislature and
made by members outside of this Legislature whoSe efforts ﬁave

finally put together a bill which I think will work. It's  not
perfect. | never clained it would be perfect. | never told you
it would be perfect. | have adnoni shed you tine and time and
again that this will always be subject to apendment, this

| egislation will be a continuing piece of work, that, 35tim
devel ops, new and better methods for providing for the sa?ety o?
the people of Nebraska, | would be the first to ccept thase

i deas. I will not agree to accept those Ideas |chq beleve

not to be sound and | regret very much that we have (ifferences
of opinion but that's the way the ballrolls. Today, some of
you agreed with me, nost of the time you did, gnq g " of you
agreed sone of the times with the opponents of t%e %ﬂ‘? That' s
the way the systemwrks. | amreally disappointed, fromtime

to time, however, that during the course of the process e
become so |l ocked in that we refuse to accept or acknow edge t &

fact that others have conscientiously worked on this bill. It

was not easy 10 years ago when we started down that road. pere
were many times that each of us wi shed we did not have to face
up to the challenge. I recall visiting with Governor Kerrey
about the Dbill on a nunber of occasions and herenenbered. |

rem nded me that none of us were here when the decision was rade
to build the nuclear pl ants. Governor Kerrey did what he
thought had to be done when he signed the bill. Governor Orr
i nherited the problemand Governor Or has probably t3ken more
abuse over this bill, undeserved abuse, than any other single

pi ece of legislation that has come down the road since gphe has

been Governor. Governor O r inherited the problemthat we
delivered to her and she nmade the best. of it. Of course, she
made sone statenments fromtinme to tine which today come back and
time after time after time in what | consider to be a nost
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