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amendment but I think those who are behind it d on' t nee d this
amendment at all. I don't think it's necessary and those who
construct whatever is to be constructed will understand what the
term "grade" means. So I ' m goi n g t o o p p os e S e n a t o r Lamb' s

PRESIDENT: Thank you . Senator Schmit, please, followed by
Senator Worrissey and Senator Lynch.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr . President, the amendment we have been
k ick ing ar o und her e , I could have offered it, be glad to take
the responsibility for it, makes no difference to me. L et m e
explai n t o you what it is. I f you leave the language as it
stands today, and there happens to be a site selected where the
f armer h as t ak e n his plow and plowed two furrows together and
you raise the existing grade two feet in t hat on e ar ea , t h en
possibly Senator, my good friend, Senator Norrissey, would say ,
wait a minute, the peak of that grade is the peak of the grade,
therefore, you must fill in that extra two feet of soil so as to
qualify according to the language. The language, as p r oposed by
Senator Lamb, takes into account the fact that it must be built
above grade and that the developer may develop that site in the
most economical manner possible. Now if you want to harass the
developer, want to increase the cost, you go r igh t ahe a d and
vote against the Lamb amendment. But, ladies and gentlemen, let
me tell you something. I n th e f i n al an a l y s i s , i t ' s g oi ng t o b e
put on the light bill. Somehow or other the ratepayer is going
to pay. Now you can harass US Ecology all you want. You can
harass the c ompact. You can belittle the i n t r oducer s of the
bill. You can do all of these things but any time that you add
an unnecessary cost to the system, eventually the ratepayer is
going to pay. It d oesn't make any difference. Now I don ' t
think it's going to make much difference. I don ' t k n o w w ho i s
going to go out there and shoot that gopher mound out there that
might be dug on top of that plow furrow and say,well, that' s
it, fill it in two more feet. I don't know if somebody is going
to go out there and build a mound 20 'feet high and say, build it
on top of that. Usually, common sense prevails i n t hos e
instances but, all too often, all too often someone has said,
well, we don't know; go to court and say, w ell , w e don ' t know ,
the Legislature will decide on it. I want to make it clear
that, in my opinion, exist i ng g r a de or gr ade m eans t h e sam e
thing but I wa nt t o st r i k e t h a t f o r t ho s e i n d i v id u a l s , l i ke
Senator Chambers, who can pick on the finest, most finite little
matter and make it into a major point of controversy. So what
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