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PRESI DENT: The question has been called. pg|see five hands?

SENATOR McFARLAND: Excuse me, | would object. | don't think we
need to debate this long, but only one person has spoken on the
bill

PRESI DENT: Okay. | didn't see five hands, anyway. Thank you.

Senator Rod Johnson, followed by Senator Schmit and Senator
Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: M. President and nenbers, |I' ve tried not
to speak on this issue, but rather than listen to the argunents,
and | voted practically for every amendrment that's been offered.
And | t hi nk, however, at this particular point the Legislature
has exhausted its goals as far as achieving a voting provision.
I don't qu'te understand the anmendnent when we' re asking consent
to have a vote in a county that the vote will not mean anyt hi ng.
It doesn't seem to be sensible. It's sort of like passing a
mediation law without jt peing binding. | uess | would
suggest, if we're going to do it, let's doit Hp right, or up
front and say that it means sonet hing. |  voted for those
amendnents in the past, would vote for themin the future. pyt
this amendnment | have some difficulty wth. Overall | guess
what |'m |ooking for, what |I' ve been trying toobtain in
listening to the arguments is sone new i nformati on that would be
presented to us that would hel p support getting 25 votes. |t ijs
very apparent that wehavegone through a | ot of time this
afternoon di scussing a ot of inmportant topics, but there is not
a consensus in order to achieve sone of the goals that the fol ks
who are going to be nost affected by this facility have not been

able to get the votes to achieve those ends. So, it al npst
seens fruitless to continue to argue these same anendnents,
I'm still going to be sitting here listening to the argunents,

but | don't think this amendnent or any other is probably going
to go the rest of the day today. That's not to say that people

are tired or frustrated, | just think that the argunents haven' t
been laid out in a fashion which 25 people, at |east, agree that
t he amendnment is  worthwhile . So, I'll listen to Senator
McFarland's closing to better understand the amendnent. | qess
I'"'ma little confused as to what the anmendnent actually do&d' e
how it will affect our role in the conpact.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Schrit, followed by Senator

Bernard-Stevens.
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