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constitutional, that you can select counties without having t o
use th'e entire state. Now you can limit the number of counties
and it is not illegal. So I would just like to bring that up to
you. We have gone to the Attorney General's Office to see if we
are in the ballpark with this amendment. I think that we need
to remember that the reason that we are doing this is to provide
that local input, and everybody I think here today has talked
about that. T hey have talked about local i nput . They have
a sked, w h y . . .t h e y hav e asked different questions. They have
gotten around the question different ways. T he proponents h a v e
asked for local input and so hav e t he opp o nents t o t he
amendment. The opponents are saying we need to go back to these
communities and ask for local help, and I read that to mean ask
for local help and for local input. As far as I am c oncerned,
we are doing that with this amendment. I see really nothing
wrong with it. I have no problem with limiting the counties to
three, those three already selected, and the p eople t hat I
visited with have no problem with that either,a nd I , f o r o n e ,
am not trying to drag out the process. I be l i ev e Ne b r a ska is
right on target with the time lines. I don't believe we have to
worry about that. I don 't want to delay that. I j us t t h i n k
that we need to offer these folks their own opportunity for
input. So with that, I don't even object to having everybody
vote on this issue at the same time in all three o f t he s e
c ounties. I wou ld g o along with that. I am having some
difficulty with the payment procedure and I think that should be
something offered in a different amendment. I d o n ' t believe
that we are hassling this bill to death. I be l i eve what we a r e
trying to do i s w h at we think is legally, morally, and
democratically right. I don't think there is anything about the
whole process of offering these amendments that is killing this
bill. I think we are right on target doing what we are supposed
to do, representing the people the way w e are supp osed to
represent them, and I do not want to kill this bill. I do not
want to drag it out. I do want the people t o h av e t he
opportunity to vote, and I t h i n k a l ong t hat or d er I wi l l pe r si s t
until you tell me we have to move on. So with that, I just urge
y our consi d e r a t i o n , a gain, fo r adv ancing this bil l
to...advancing this amendment to the Select File bil l . Thank
you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: An amendment on the desk. Nr. C le rk .

C LERK: Nr . Pr es i d e nt , Senator I andis would move to amend
Senator Dierks' amendment. (See Landis a mendment on
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