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when one doesn't know what something is, there is fear. I t ' s
very„ very natural for people to have fear of anything that is
radioactive and when spoken of as nuclear. I t i s b e cau s e we
were not schooled in it, we do not understand it. We don't know
how afraid to be and who to trust with it. T he people o f N o r e
want to have security. They wish to have Nr. Kaufman on t h e
committee. We must ask ourselves, is this the right choice?
They can utilize Nr. Kaufman as a person of consultation, but
should we change our normals, development of committees and have
someone from the outside? Senator Chambers speaks of the will
o f th e l o c a l p e o p l e an d he i s t ot a l l y r i gh t , t he will of th e
local people. But how l o n g ha ve t he peop l e k nown o f
Nr. Kaufman, whom we speak about? He apparent l y i s a per son
with a strong will. Will Nr. Kaufman become and use the will of
this group for his own objectives? He is a h uman be i ng . He has
objectives too. He has had objectives and has won by them. He
is controversial, we know this with the EPA. Now is the kind of
gentleman that we want to have within one o f o ur l oca l
committees? Is he the only source of information that we have?
We have with us those who are from the University o f N e b r a s k a .
Does the University of Nebraska know anything about low-level
radioactive materials? O f course , t h e y d o. Has the State of
N ebraska ev e r had muc h experience with radioactivity'? Of
course, it has. We have two active nuclear plants. We' ve had a
former one at Hallam, that's three of them. W e' ve never had a n y
a ccidents and we have people who ar e v e r y f ami l i a r wi t h t h i s .
Senator K r i st e n s en , would you rise to a question, please' ?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Would you respond, Senator Kristensen?

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Yes.

SENATOR WEIHING: S enator Kr i st en s e n , do y o u k n o w i f t he
University of Nebraska has a p e r so n t ha t i s , say a s a fe t y
Extension person that would be available to discuss, and very
knowledgeably so, radioactivity to the public?

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Well, I'm sure that they have s omeone wh o
they would make available t o u s . I do n ' t know who th a t
individual would be or what his qualifications are. I guess I
would question how free he would be to speak, basically, because
of his employment with the university and this would be a very
controversial political issue and perhaps h e woul d ha ve som e
restraints on him just because of his institutional position.
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