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whi stl eblower is a position that is hard to take. It's someone
that stands up against a big corporation for the individuals and
I think his reputation is known and it is not an easy position
to take and they went fromthere and established a dialogue with
him.

SENATOR NELSON: Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chanbers, followed by Senators
Weihing, Schmit and Dierks.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr. Chairman and nenbers of the Legislature,
Senator Schmit asked a question that | think is fair and | ought

to answer, why wouldn't | strike the word "local" fromin gqnt

of the term "monitoring committee"? It's sinple. The
nonitoring conmttee should represent the will of the | ocal
peopl e. It would be wondor the Legislature, asan outside

force, to inpose its will on the |local people who are going to
be affected by the siting of this facility. But in granting to
the | ocal people sonme control of their affairs, wehaveto grant
themthat which is nost essential to |ocal determ nation and
that is the power to nake a decision. |f we renove fromthem
the power to make a decision, then the word "local” is really 4
hol  ow hoax, it is a shamand it is a m srepresentation of what
this bill seeks to do. I'malnost envious of this man because
he will be only one out of nine, andto see such fear expressed,
such awe, such stature gaccorded an individual is the kind of
thing and the kind of position | would like to occupy. It's a
situati on where one person with one vote is not going to outvote
everybody el se. We have seenon the floor of this Legislature
in a number of instances that sometimes a single |egislator
m ght serve the role only of raising issues that others wll not
broach. That is necessary when you have a body that is supposed
to wei gh, evaluate and make judgnents. vyou want ﬁeopl e to bring

i nformation. Ve don't want to put a gag on the nouth of the
local community. We don't want to put blinders on their eyes.
We do not want to stop their ears. The pur pose of this

Legi sl ature should be to bring as rmuch informati on and expertise
to that decision-naking process as possible. Those who are most
intimately affected are the ones who ought to be able to make 4
decision and have a choice. The Legislature should not deny

them that — right. SO, Senator Schmit, | want the |ocal
nonitoring conmttees to have local input, gndvou used the word

"input".  That means allow the | ocal people to have sonething of
substance to say in the determnation of their own fate. Tpey

6491



