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record .

t he b i l l .

the amendments which are designed to eliminate the very real
concerns a n d ver y r eal frustrations some people in the state
have about what this bill might do and it will guarantee to them
in statute that it will not do t hese t h i ng s . So , f or t h at
purpose, I w ould ask you to return the bill to Select File for
the adoption of the amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question is the return of the bill to
Select Fi l e . Al l i n f av o r vot e ay e , o p p osed nay . Please

CLERK: 2 5 aye s , 2 n a y s , Mr . P re si d e n t , on the motion to return

SPEAKER BARRETT: The bill is returned. To the amendment again,

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, I would simply urge the adoption of this
amendment. The bill...I guess maybe I just also want t o po i n t
out to people in the body, that the concerns that the amendment
addressed, addressed really only a small portion of the bill.
T he b i l l i s d es i gn e d . . . the b i l l i s d esi g n e d ...I notice Senator
Hefner voted no on the amendment. I noticed also the other day
Senator Hefner was one who stood on the floor of the Legislature
demanding to know how soon the Department of Education could get
h im a p r i n to u t o n " p ar t i cu l ar p i e c e o f l eg i s l at i o n, L B 8 9 . The
department, Senator Hefner, has I think one, maybe two people
over there manning all of these computers and all of this
information that they h ave a n d when you as k f o r . . .cur ren t l y ,
when you ask for a printout on legislation, when y o u a sk f or ,
you know, any of these questions about how a particular piece of
e ducat i o n (sic) will impact on local school districts, they
don't have the ability to respond. That is the main reason for
t his bill, is f o r that type of information, t he t y pes o f
information that we, as policymakers, need to an s w er. On e of
those questions we need to ask is how well are our schools doing
i n p r o d u c in g edu c a t e d citizens. I do n't think well enough.
Some of you may thing perfectly well. Some others of you may
think they' re doing a disastrous job. The point is we don' t
know at this point and that's the purpose of the bill. And t h e
other sort of concerns that have been raised on the sides really
a re pe r i p h e r a l i s sue s and rea l l y w e d o n e ed . . .we do need t h i s
piece of legislation if we are going to continue to a sk t h e
Department of Education questions about. ..that require a data
sort of answer, we really need to give them the capability of

Senator Withem.
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