Nay 15, 1989 LB 744

to. Before | get into this specific amendnent, 3 coment or two
on what 744 does and why | think it's naybe one of the three or
four most inportant bills dealing with education policy pefore
the Legislature this session. We, each year, are call ed uponas
policymakers in our state to nmke countless decisions about
education, about what will inprove education quality, what
will...things we want to avoid that m ght deplete education
quality, what...how we want to see our schools behave and what
we want to see happen to our young people. W have found in the
| ast three or four years that there is an amazingly |ack of
concrete information that helps us evaluate our school system
and helps us make g deternination whether those young peopl e
com ng_through our systemare, jn fact, receiving _a uality
educati on. You may, if you were arearly riser %hls rr%rnl ng
have seen an article that appeared with ny nane ,n it in the
0 this norning, comrenting on the Secretary of
Education's comments relevant to the so-called "Wall Chart", the
Wall Chart being the...the report put out each year by the
Secretary of  Education. And even that Wall Chart gives us
precious little information about how well our schools are

really —doing. LB 7. and then this Legislature has in the |ast
three or four years made repeated requests to our Departnent

Education to improve jts data collection abilities. We have
passed legislation in 994 requiring a perf or mance based
accreditation system We have done studies of the ampunt of
data available on education. We have reviewed jndependent

studies from outside individuals, outside consultants, andwe
passed a | egislative resolution |ast year urging the department
to do a better j obof collecting data. LB 744 is the bill then

that was introduced this year to bring this about. might also
conmment that we have, as an Education Conmittee, heard proposals
from ot her I egislators calling for a far, far stricter
accountability system than you would see jn LB 744. The
commi ttee has chosen to advancd a bill that is |@8ss oneraus to
| ocal school districts than some of those other proposals, yet
one that we think will provide information and data that will be
hel pful to us in evaluating our school system. Since LB 744
went to Final Reading, there have been people in this giate who
have, in my opinion, | will say it's ny opinion, been

mi sinterpreting what the effects of LB 744 will be. They have
expressed a nunber of concerns to ne and other menbers of the

Legislature...| know some menbers of the Legislature have said
t hey have received nore comments on this piece of | egi sl ation
than they have on any other bill this session. | would like to

say that, you know, the concerns that were expressed were not
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