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are follow ng the guidelines, that we want to nake sure they are
doing the kind of things that we want done in the Departnent of
Economi c Devel opnent, sowe are going to watch them very
carefully as they dothis. The changes thatare made Iin the
departnent, a nunmber of years ago, LB 965 was passed, 5ndin 965
there were a number of +things that were mandated tg the
Depar t ment of Econom ¢ Development. First, within the
department, there were several divisions mandated, and the
divisions that were mandated were the Small Business Division,
the Recruitnment Division, Travel and Tourism Tel ecommunications
and the Information, and Comunity Developnent, and they also
have the Community Devel opnent Bjock Grant Program and all

t hese thi ngs were mandated in LB 965. Under 639, we are going
to change that mandated structure and we are going to make some
of the divisions that would be. i they woul d si |y be perm tted
to be established,and the divisions that woul d be established
at this point would be the existing Business Assistance to pge

_hose businesses that are already in Nebraska and help them tH)e
i nprovements that they desire to nmake, | think this is a nove
inthe right direction ¥)ecause we have tal ked a nunber of times
on the floor, we are galways worried about bringing new
businesses in the state, now we are telling the Department of
Econom ¢ Devel Oannt, let's Work, speci ficall have a di vi si on
that works with the existing busi nesSBS 1 hat “ar & already here

and | think that is a very positive nbve. The ot her ivisions:
woul d be the Business Recruitment, Travel and Tourism nmuni ty
and Rural Developnent, and also would still contain the
Conmmmuni ty Devel opment Block Grant Program  uynder the bill, the
divisions that would pe elimnated, that we would not be
mandating anymore are the Small Business pjvyision, and the
Tel ecomrmuni cations and the Information Division.” These were all
recommendations that were made py this task force that was
studying the departnment. One of ny concerns when the department

brought the bill to me was the idea that we were getting rid of
the Smal | Business Division because, | said, that Is kind of the
backbone of Nebraska's econony are the small businesses. g, gt
that point, | said | would like some |anguage in the bill that
specifically tal ks about snmall businesses, and so included in
the bill is some |anguage that says that the department will

work very carefully at meeting the unique npeeds of the small
businesses throughout the State of Nebraska. So we are still
putting sone enphasis on the small businesses, which| think is
a verypositive thing to do. Specific types of assistance that
are mer)tloned in thg bill, that are in the jntent | anguage of
the bill, not things that are mandated, these are sinply
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