
Nay 11, 1989 LB 769

S ENATOR LABEDZ: T h ank y ou , N r . Pr e s i d e n t . Senator Smith, there
are two cases, the Akron case and the Thornburg case that state,
your amendment would make LB 769 unconstitutional and there is
no way that I will accept an amendment, even though it means
losing you r s uppo r t on L B 7 6 9 . I know your strong feelings on
the abortion issue, but we' re not talking about whether o r n o t
that young girl should have an abortion. We' re talking about,
or in LB 769, the right for t he p ar e n t s t o k now that their
daughter is going to go through, an abortion procedure. The case
I believe we were talking about , t h e Ak r on case or t he
Thornburg, said that it would be putting an undue burden on the
physician to go through the process that you' re asking for in
your amendment, and even though I d o l ose you r sup po r t on
LB 769, I cannot accept your amendment. The bracket motion for
January 3, I believe it was David Bernard-Stevens that said we
are...or no, it was Senator Ashford, I'm sorry, s aid t ha t w e c a n
hold this over until January. We wil l be h o l d i n g i t ov e r un t i l
the fall of 1990 if the bill passes in 1990 because it will not
have t h e eme r g ency c l aus e . In the meantime there are many
parents in this state that will not be notified when their young
girl goes to have an abortion, and believe me, if you don' t
believe me, it's too bad that the people that have called me or
have written to me and told me about the complications that have
set in after their young daughter had an abortion without thei r
knowledge and they had to stop off in several towns in Nebraska
on their way to South Dakota in the western part of the state to
have a D' and C or blood transfusions because of an incomplete
abortion and then the parents are notified, What a shock it is
to the mother and the father and the family to know that their
daughter is in a hospital because of complications. I have
sympathy for the family. I t ' s f a m i l y un i t y w e ' r e t al k i n g about
and I b elieve in a press conference day before yesterday they
mentioned the fact that they didn't think that...they thought
that compelling parents to be notified is more, doing more harm
than good. Are we telling the parents of our young girls or our
young children that communication between the family on a n y
serious thing that happens to them, especially abortion or drugs
or alcohol, that communication with the parents is wrong?
Believe me, I don't understand that. Thank God, my children are
raised, married, but I'm worried about my grandchildren, I 'm
worried about your grandchildren, I'm worried about children
50 year s f r om now. When we as a Le gislature say t h at
communicating with the family and with your father and mother or
for the young girl's benefit, that we sometimes harm them in
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