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floor. We have been subjected to a great deal of d iat r i b e and
for various reasons, and I'm sure they' re sincere, but I think
it's time that we do reconsider the amendment and get on w i t h
voting t h i s b i l l up or d ow n . Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The member from the 40th District,

S ENATOR DIERKS: Nr . Sp ea k e r and members of the body, I have
really not talked about the issue since it's been her e and I
think you all know that I have very strong feelings about it.
Senator Landis, I disagree that the proponents c an n o l ong e r
answer the opponents' questions. I think that the opponents'
quest ions have been answered and answered and answered. And I
t hink now wh a t ' s trying to be done is to stop the harassment.
And I believe that as important as the opponents feel about this
b i l l , I t h i nk t h at a l so t he p r o p onent s feel just as s trongly
about it and that's why the debate has gone on like it has. And
I would like to...I guess, to compliment Senator Rogers that he
did bring the real thrust of the matter to t he bo d y. And I
would like to address these remarks to Senator Chambers
especially because I think he understands, has a p r e t t y deep
understanding of the scientific process. We are talking about
abortion. We are talking about destroying a life. That life, I
do believe, begins at the time of conception. There i s a
process whereby the spermatozoa enters the cell wall of the ovum
and at that very instant fertilization has taken place, and
within minutes implantation takes place at w hich time that
fertilized ovum begins to receive its nourishment from the wall
of the uterus of the host. At that very time that the
spermatozoa enters the cell wall of the ovum, cell division
begins to take place. Now no one can make me believe that that
is not life. L ife begins with conception, period. I t d oesn ' t
begin three weeks later, 1 2 weeks l at e r , 14 we e k s l ater , i t
begins at the moment of fertilization. That life is very real
and it doesn't matter at what stage you try to remove that l i f e
from the uterus, there i s p a i n i n vo l v e d . It's a traumatic
experience . I t i s nothing less than murder. You c a n not
describe it any other way and this is what we are talking about,
folks. We' re talking about murder. We can go with the bleeding
h earts . We c an listen to all the rhetoric and I do think at
some point during this discussion the rhetoric reached s o mewhat
of an all-time low for which I was quite disappointed and I
would like that to be part of the record also. I second some of
the things that Senator Labedz said when people start talking

S enator D i e r k s .

6334


