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another area and the body does s o wi th o ut thinking, without
meaning any harm but it just happens.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T i me .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: And we ne e d t o be ve ry c a r e fu l o n
that. But I think the bill is a worthy enough bill that should
be advanced to Select File and give the body another chance to
look at it at that level. Thank you, Mr. Pr e s ident.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Further discussion on the advancement, Senator

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legislature ,
I would just like to c larify something that I think needs
clarification based on something that Senator K ristensen s a i d .
Senator K r is t ensen, in talking about this bill, what I had
indicated was that prosecutors try to win cases and if they have
one that they know they can't win. i t ' s a waste of judicial
t ime, r es ources a n d so forth, but that there c ould b e a
situation where people could bring pressure to bear and try t o
insist that a charge be brought nevertheless, e ven against h i s
better judgment. And there are prosecutors who will yield to
that kind .of pressure and bring a case because of the pressure
and the public outcry. And that doesn't just happen i n
Nebraska, it has happened in other places. As for the Judiciary
Committee, because of the workload it has, in reality it should
be a five-day committee. There i s n o way i t can pr oce s s the
work it has in three days but that still doesn't justify sending
bad legislation out here that needs so much work on the floor.
We have different points of view about t hose t h i n g s . And I
appreciate Senator Kristensen trying to massage my ego by saying
I have the effect and impact in the Judiciary Committee but,
youngster, I hav e b een here 19 y e a rs a nd I kn o w.. . I h ave been on
the committee for 19 years. E very year I have bee n i n t hi s
Legislature I have been a member of that committee and I have to
do so much fighting out here because I know I can't get anything
done t he r e . I know it. I see the kind of bills that come
through there. I see the kind of groups that bring them and I
can spot the kind of bills, even before there is a hearing, that
will be advanced by the Judiciary Committee and I have discussed
that with some of my seatmates on occasion,and reporters and
others, even before there is a hearing. I go down the list,
sometimes we would just be referring bills to the committee and
I can spot the ones that are going to come out an d I have n ' t
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