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tremendous anmount of influence in that conmittee in the way that
we think and ask questions and deal with bills. pg,t |

‘ . | . ; . want to
talk a little bit about this bill in particular gnd there are
some real pros am cons gand there's not one bill that we' re

going to pass here that's going to be fool proof, that sonmebody' s
not going to be able to manipulate for the wong reasons 5ngq |
don'tt care if it's from Senator Schnit's bills concerning the
power conpanies, to Senator Lindsay's bills with prostitution,
or whatever. They're all going to have some problens and
sonebody is going to be able to have a case that you will be
able to stand up on the floor and just becone outriaged over and
it really is our job to set a framework and a gystemto allow
prosecutors to work within that. One of the major problems with
extending the statute of linmtations is going to be the famly
that comes in three years and maybe a week or two after gp
incident has occurred and they' re going to have a case that

you' re' nmost likely going to believe. You know, the kids are of
an age that you can listen to themand talk to themand you™ re
going to go, well, they did it, and as a prosecutor you' re going

to go, you know, we' ve got to be able to prosecute that, we've
got to be able to convict those Eeopl e because what they did was
wrong. And so you | ook at that and at first blushevery case
that wal ks in your door |ooks pretty good. |t's kind of |ike

! . . . a
lot of bills that the first time you hear it you say,

! . wel |, that
doesn't sound so bad. The nmore you work it, the longer you | ook
at it, the tougherthat case becones. And Senator Smith h«s
sonme trenmendous frustrations about a case that she had. | don't

know why those cases are knocked down from a felony to a
m sdemeanor but every case isn't perfect, in fact, most cases
have a | ot of problens with it. A lot of times your only
witness is a child. Do you know howhard it is to have a child
stand up in front of 12 jurors, the bailiff, the sheriff, the
judge in a robe, |lawers on both sides and you' re going to have
fanmly members in the back? A lot of times the guy that is

alleged to have done the crimeis going to be sonebody they
trusted, somebody who is a grandfather, "an uncle, a stepfather,

a baby sitter. Do you know howhard that is for themto stand
up and testify against those people? The |onger we extend this,

the longer period of tine there is from the time the crime
occurred to when we Eo to trial. |1fyou extend it to five
years, you may well look at a trial six years gfter the ti me
that it occurred. MWell, six years to nyself or Senator Lynch or

Senat or Hanni bal may not be a very long tine but to a child that

could be twice their life. You know, if they're 12 years old
now, they have only...they only had six years of their [ife
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