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SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDINQ
SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR CHIZEK: ...that the commttee structure has had this
year is wong, and I' Il defend the committee any time that
happens.

SPEAKER BARRE ': Thank you. Senator Smith, followed by

Senators Pirsch, Langford, Chambers, Kri stensen and
Ber nard- St evens. Senator Smth.

SENATOR SMI TH: Thank you, Nr. Chairman. | won't bel abor this,
but | would like to have. | was vi sitin%) about this jissue and
didn't hear what Senator Kristensen had to say. so | would Iike
it if he would repeat...areyou stating that we shoul d not
renove this section...subsection (3)?

SENATOR KRISTENSEN:  All I'mtrying to do is explain to you what

| tnink happens when you renove that. And, quite frankly, |
haven't made up my m nd how I'mgoing to vote. gyt | want to
explain what | think the introducers are saying, if you take out
the m sdeneanor section. And you have a felony case that's

pending, it's been filed, and as you get ready to go to trail

you find out nore facts. And you don't have 4 confession, so
it's going to have to be a case that is going to have to be
proved on the evidence. Okay'? And you' re not real sure, gs a

prosecutor, you know you' re going to take a risk. apytime you
go before 12 jurors you never know what that outcone |sy90| ng to
be. And a lot of tinmes, well, in fact by law you have g work
with the victinms, because the victins rights |aw, which are very
good, but you're in contact with those victimns. And the victins
say, well, you know we'drather have...you know, we want...he

was a friend or a relative at one tine, we're concerned about
him we hate what he did, we despise what he did, but we want
himto get treatnent and we'd rather have sone conviction t han
no conviction at all. And oftentinmes you' re going to be faced
with that decision, do we go froma felony to a m sdenmeanor? |;

you go froma felony to a msdeneanor, and you take out the
m sdeneanor section here, I\/\J)Hst engbyou to be aware that if

it's past the three years you t etodoit.
SENATORSNITH:  All right. |et me ask you another question
t hen. And that is, Doug, if this isremoved, | guess someone

has committed a felony and done the kinds of things (hat we're
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