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will come before the judge and says, wel l I"mguilty of a
Class | m sdemeanor, the judge is not going to be able to take
that plea because it's past the statute of limtations, jf you
take the m sdeneanor back to three years.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Let nme see if | have it correctly. |f
we change...if we were to agree to Senator Chanbers' 4mendment
and we woul d del ete the m sdeneanor part for the five yearé,
that would still remain three; the fel ony would still be four

years. You have a case that is being tried” 35 a felony, you
pl ea bargain it down. What you' re saying is if you plea bargain
it down, to those of us that are lay people within the. ot
within the court system if you plea bargain gown. then those
rules and regs, if you wish, or the |aw regarding a m sdeneanor
now applies,.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: ...even though it is a fe|ony_ &),
since the Chanbers amendnent would take out the fiveyear
statute of limtation, you could not plea bargain it down, 1T it
was a four year case, even though that would be possible ;5 4
felony, because we had a five year statute of linitation you
could not plea bargain it down because the rules on the

mi sdemeanor  would then be only three years. I's that
basically ...

SENATOR KRISTENSEN:  Yes, that' s..,you're basicall¥ correct.
What happens is you dismss the félony, you have to tﬂen ile
the m sdeneanor charge and he will plead guilty {5 the newly
filed m sdemeanor charge. S that ishow technically, it
happens. So, in other words, if you disniss the felony, get rid
of 1t, you' ve got a new m sdenmeanor case, anpg the agreenent is
that is what he's going to plead guilty to. That's what | think
you're looking at.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you. Onthe surface, and| say
on the surface because I'd like to hear Senator Chambers'

response, on the syrface it sounds to ne that the amendnent
should not be agreedto.

PRESI DENT: Ti me has expired.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: | say that very hesitantly because |'m
going to sit and listen to nore of the discussionon this

6303



