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because it would protect the plea pargaining in cases.- You
know, for example, often the perpetrator is allowed to plead
guilty to third degree sexual assault and they exchange that for
agreeing to enter counseling and famly reunification program
The feeling is what if you have a four year old case ang t hen
you...you' re able now to go back and do sonet hing, because it is
four years old, but with the statute of |imitations now you

woul dn't be able to do so. To stretch it to five you may in
fact be able to take those cases that are four gnd five years

old and be able to use that in order to get theminto
counseling, in order to use the plea bargaining approach to
handl e situations. |'d just be kind of curious to your conments
about that. Ny experience in this area is very linited.

Sonetines what is said to those of us that are ot within the

legal profession, are not within the courtroomday in and day
out make sense on the surface, but down below the surface ihere

are some problemswith that. Can you respond to that type
of...or maybe Senator Kristensen. \who...Senator Kristensen is
noddi ng his head, I' Il have Senator Kristensen respond to tha{,

i f he would, please.

PRESI DENT: Senator Kristensen, please.

SENATOR KR'STENSEN Wel | s I thi nk, Senat or Bernard-StevenS,

what you' re talking about is protecting a plea negotiation
possibility. Let me explain to you what | think that the
sponsors and what you intend to do. S many tines you' |l have a

felony case, let's saK it's four years old and your lawis into
effect now, and once the matter goes to trial as j; progresses
towards trial more eyjdence occurs, you have nore iInterviews

with witnesses and victins and the prosecutor starts to put pig

case together and he sees that it's going to be. oy know. it' s
not a lockedcase. |In other words, people havent confessed to
doing it. They're going to have to prove it. Everytime you go

to ajury you take a risk. And the guy says, well, | really
didn't commt the felony, but he's kind of hemm ng and haw ng

around, like, you know, 1'd go to treatment if you'd |et

to treatnent. S0, what you' Il do is take that case froma
felony, and oftentll mes you're working with the victims

themsel ves, and you' Il say, well it's better to get some
conviction and get the man {nto treatnent and get something

done, and it's better than nothi Ng. |n other words we' ve made
the best we can get, and so they' Il reduce it to a misdemeanor.

Thel problemis, if you take the mi sdemeanor out of here, is that

we're past the threeyears. sp they' |l reduce it down, the guy
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