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| aunched a canpai gn against the district concept and it |ost 4
the polls, it lost.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chambers, please. (Gavel.) Goahead,
Senator.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: It lost at the polls because a heavy,
expensive | obbying effort against district el ections as
undertaken. There has been concern expressed throughout the

state about the Supreme Court's ruling that petition circulators
can be pai d because those with the nmoney can put it up and carry
the issues that they want because of their power to produce
noney and so influence the vote. (Once the Legislature saw what
was happening in Omaha, the fact that black people were
systematically excluded from the council, the Legislature
i nposed district elections. The opposed it .
A number of people on the city council opposed it and the
elitists inthe Gty of Omha opposed it. They were apoplectic
when they found out that the Legislature had passed that bill
and Governor Thone had signed it. Once the district system was
in place and all areas of the city had the opportunity to sel ect
a person of their _choice and put themon the council, when they
were then polled, 70 percent, just about, sajd that they are in
favor of district elections. go the fact that a hi gh- powered
| obbyi ng canpai gn can defeat an issue or obtain its paSsage does
not necessarily nmean that the will of the people is reflected or
that their best interests are served. Asalegislature we have
an obligation to judge these issues. | had said repeatedly, and

editorial, that the U S. Supreme Court is the one that has'?me%n

that at large elections of ¢jity councils, of county Roards,
boards of supervisors and other elective bodies, those that are
elected at large dilute the voting strength gf pnonwhite
mnorities. And  because that voting strength is diluted
systematically, the court has imposed district glections.
That's the conment | nade the other day. |t's the comment that
| make now. Senator Labedz slightly m sstated the record a
coupl e of occasi ons when she said that when the council was by
districts she only had one person on the council speaking
agal nst these various stink plants. well, h t that
incorrect. The stink plants were put into South (ﬁm%a en the
voting was at large,when there was nobody representing South
Omaha. It was after district elections came that i{hose things
wer e taken out of SOUth Omaha. _SO, she stated what happene ,
but she stated the wong time when it occurred. Atlarge, South

62( 6



