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t hat I o ffer to t h e bill, as the Clerk has punched into the
b oard, i s on page 21 7 6 and it is a provision that deals with
home rule charter for Douglas County. The bill that we have in
front of us d eals with the districting or how the districts
would be laid out for Douglas County, and I h av e b een suppor t i ve
of the bill and will continue to be supportive of the bill, but
it was stated in committee when the home rule was discussed as
well as on General File in this bill that the provisions in 588
allow for the expansion of the number of members who will be on
the county bo a rd t o sev e n . The district requirements t hat i t
provides for basically mean, in my opinion, that there will be a
change in that the board w i l l be movi ng f rom on e o f an
administrative capacity t o o ne ba si c al l y of a legislative
capacity. Along with that, hand in hand, I t h i nk , s h o u l d g o t he
provisions that provide for home rule. In essence, that they,
at the county level, have the ability to, i n m any c as e s , se t
their own standards, provide for their own destiny and that they
can have some decision-making powers they currently don't have,
that oftentimes they have to come to the Legislature for. Now,don't want to give them total free rein by any stretch of the
imagination, but do believe that this is a provision t hat on ce
LB 588 is passed should be put to the voters so that they have
the ability to decide, and I would urge the body to bear that in
mind when 588 becomes law that the provisions that a h ome r u l e
charter wou l d p r ov i d e are the s econd step t hat need to be
considered when this change in the structure of Douglas County,
and how it is made up, is in place. With that, rather than
chartering new ground on the issue of putting a constitutional
amendment i nt o a b i l l , although I would like to probably make
that case another time, I will ask that the a mendment b e
withdrawn, N r . Sp e a ke r , so that we can continue on with the rest
of the amendments before the bill. Thank you .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u , sir. It is withdrawn. N r. C l e r k .

ASSISTANT C LERK: Nr. President, the next amendment I have is
f rom Senato r L a b edz . It's found on page 2223 of the Journal.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r La b e d z .

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Mr. President. Nany of you will
recall t hat on General F il e I i n t r odu c e d t hi s i den t i c a )
amendment as an amendment to the committee amendment, and at
first it was adopted. Later the committee chairman asked that
we defeat the committee amendments, which was d efeated , and
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