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in Bellevue, because that is where the power base is. Bellevue
has the popul ation. Bell evue and Papillion, together, Hartnett
and Wthem s people together are going to be able to control the
county entirely if you have a system where people are npominated
by district but they are elected at | arge because your two guys
that are running out there to represent your district are going

to have to come into Papillion, they are going to have to cone
into Bell evue, and the one that can make the best deal to
Bell evue and Papillion are the ones that aregoing to get
elected. So | think, frankly, | think your people are going to

be worse off if this amendnent doesn't pass than if it does.
think that, again, there was no intent when the Lancaster County
system was established for it to fly to any other county other
than to Lancaster. We are growing into the Lancaster popul ation
area. If you want to see a change made for Sarpy County, it
ought to be made by introducing legislat ion and making that
change happen. |t ought not just to happen autonatically, that
our statutes automatically change because our county is growi ng

so much. So, you know, | understand Senator Beyer's concerns
and those are...he has some legitimte concerns for his part of
t he county, but | think that defeating the Wthem Hartnett

amendnent in the long run is going to exacerbate those problenms

rather than ~curing those problems. Wth that, once again, |
woul d urge you to support the Wthem Hartnett amendnent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Beyer, please.

SENATOR BEYER: Wel |, | guess, | pushed nmy button, Mr. Speaker
and col | eagues, | punched ny button at the time Senator Wthem
was tal king about at large elections. westill will nominate by

district and | have supported Senator Labedz's anendnment at the
time for Douglas County that would nomi nate by district and
el ect at |arge. | guess the same thing could be said about
bringing in another bill. Senator Withem could bring in a bill
to change this, but he is adding an anendnent on, and | am j ust
objecting to the amendment which | think is my right. Thank
you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. There are no other |ights on.
Senator Wthem would you care to cl ose?

SENATOR W THEM: Yes, Senator Beyer, by no neans did | question
your right to object to the amendment. you have every right to
do that, and to express your opinion, and | amjust, you know,
arguing why | don't think the body should accept your position
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