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we talk about some of these other issues, some of these ot her
bills that will push us into a crisis situation.

willing to vote and have voted and been voti ngI n%@t?%g(rac%kg
reductions that have been suggested on the floor here, but
property tax relief, in ny opinion, should not be singled out as
the culprit although it is a big ticket item vygulook at the
one just belowit, we have another one that nobody mentioned ;,
this little discussion we have had, another $20 million bill. |
think that should share some of the so-called blame, gng there
are a nunber of other bills down there. w have the MRF pil
$4.5 million there. So just to say that property tax relle]J i's

the thing that is going to break the puydget certainl is not
fair and | would reiterate sone of the arguments Y have nade
before that it is not a spending bill. |t is sendi ng noney back
to the people in the form of property tax relief. It is
different from most of these other bills. |t is different in
that it is not a spending bill. It is just returning money to
the people, and | think It should be continued on b yond the one
year. Certainly, it is aone-year bill, but deep in ny heart
and in the hearts of many of you, | think you yealize that it

may not be just a one-year bill,and prinarily because, in ny
opinion, and in the opinion of many people out there in the
State of Nebraska and on the floor of this Legislature, our
present taxing systemis unfair because too much reliance is
e\lhaced on property tax as conpared to incone tax and sal es tax.

en we | ook at the Tax Research council's report, | believe
property tax nationally and property tax in Nebraska ranks
something |ike 13th, whereas in the collection of sal es ang
income tax as compared to the other states, those are down
around 32 and 33. So, let's not |ook at property tax relief g
a spending bill that is breaking the budget. |i is an effort to
equalize our taxing systemand return noney tc the people if
there is a surplus in the budget.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wehrbexn.
SENATORWEHRBEIN:  Yes, M, Speaker, and menbers, | guess it s

a good time to maybe philosophy a little bit, t00,3nd1 don't
know that | have anything profound to say, but | guess gomething

| have been wanting to say for quite awhile. | appreciate what
Senator Lamb has = said about prop -rty tax relief. | | just
say, | guess in nmy opinion | want property tax relief, too.

don't believe we are going to have trueproperty tax relief
until we get a property tax shift either onto sales or income
tax or whatever other formwe can come up wWith. gyt | just have
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