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We are pulling the reserve down very rapidly, which is fine.
There is lots of good reasons to do it, but I also suspect that,
and I have heard many of you make the same remarks, that at some
point one is forcing the tax rate adjustment to accommodate
certainly on an ongoing basis, and, actually, if the adjustment
was made ne x t sess i o n, y ou can ge t by . You cou l d d o t he
98 million and you could continue it on beyond another year, and
I don't think there is anyone who doesn't understand t hat . I
think we all understand that. But ne xt year, that is the
decision that may have to be made. I d o n' t think there is
anything in the operations budget that I w ould argue i s
f r i v o l ous .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR WARNER: M ost of the commitments in there w ere n o t
things that we really had, when I say "we", I mean t h e
Legislature as a whole, real l y d o e s n ' t ha v e that much choice.
They are commitments which we have to comply with. Capita l
construction, as I indicated early on, if there was capital
construc t i o n do n e no w , by and large, the projects have been
around a long time and they were all done in the first two years
in order not to further add t o t hat bu rde n the following
biennium, and they were one-time costs plus t he o n g o i n g
operating cost any new facility has. I don ' t kn o w where i t i s
going to balance out either, Senator Landis, in the end with
this. I know that I believe that all this cannot be done unless
we are really lucky, but I suspect at this point, you know, the
bill should be advene'..and somewhere the system how it works
out. On the ninetieth day, somehow or other there will be those
laws enacted that the Legislature wanted to and with the
approval of the Governor or without, and then we will know what
kind of a situation, but I guite agree the situation is very
potentially very hazardous, not for this year.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T i m e ha s e x p i r e d .

SENATOR WARNER: The following biennium is when the problem is
going to hit.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u . Senator A s h f o rd. Thank you .

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President and members, I would just rise to
echo most of what has been said already and I recognize again

Senator Schmit.
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