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housed i n the former structures that were built there when the
facility was used as a bonb loading plant in Wrld War |1 and
l'ater on during the Korean War and those structures were
designed, of course, at that time for a totally different
pur pose, were designed for a 10 to 15-year life. That's about
40 sone years ago they were built, 45, 3imost 50 years ago. The
facilities are far fromadequate. The Mead Center, of course,
is very crucial to agricultural research at ¢ phe University of
Nebraska and, consequently, critical to the devel opment of
agriculture in the State of Nebraska. This...this structure was

originally designed to cost nore than $4 nmillion. |twas scaled
downto $2,889,000. | understand at the present time it is
goi ng through another down-scaling and, Senator Hannibal, | hope

they...when they down-scale it, they do it all the way and not
just spread the studs out from 16 inc centers to 24 so to

speak. But, in any case, | have been told that it is a planned
structure, that will satisfy the needs at the present {ime but
which would be susceptibleto expansion in the future if and
when it wasneeded. | want it understood that this s not my
piece of the pie. | amconmng here today because | beTc'leve it s
needed, | believe it's way behi nd schedule and | believe it
contributes substantially to the developnent of resources and
agricultural income to the State of Nebraska. It is a
productive facility, not a consunption facil ity. It is on

which most of you are probably not going to see because nobst 0

you are not oriented toward that type of a facility. You' re not
going to go there to viewthe arts. You're not going to .go
there for any other purpose but it is a very nec%ssagy part ~of
the system Sometinmes | think that the facility at Mead is ne
poor cousin of the Universityof Nebraska and yet is a very

vital part of that facility. The ersonnel out there have
| abored 1 ong and hard under mninmal conditions to do good work

for the State of Nebraska and | would hope that we oyd place
the planning money in LB 814. | have not spoken to Governor
Or. | do not know how she feels about the project. | would
hope that if this deY puts the planning noney in there that It
does renmain in the bill. | would be glad to try to answer any
questions you have on the project and | would certainly wel come
any support for the project.

SPEAKER BARRETT: ~ Thank you. D scussion on the amendnment
offered by Senator Schnit. Senator Coordsen, would you care to
discuss it? Foll owed by Senator Landis and Schmt.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you, M. President, and nenmbers of the
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