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to follow which is what is proposed. The request, however, with
the planning noney, rather, the |anguage contai ned numbers that

t he maxi mum cost  of tnhe buildi ng should be approximately

9.9 mllion. A request cane back in at 13.3.

recommendi ng to be fu%ded, i ncludi ng the 160, 000 pngnvr\{lhﬁtgwn%ngg,e
is atotal of 11.5. | think it's inportant that noney that 59
been spent on planning that then const+. ction follows. apq
say that again, because again when I came on Appropriations
Comittee, | don't remenber the exact aaount but It runs in ny
mnd it was around a nmillion two, it was between a mllion and a
mllion two, of funds over the previous s. veral years had been
spent for planning and then nothing ever constructed. Anda
mllion, million two back in 10, 12 years ago g5 a lot  nore
money than a mllion two is today. sSc it nakes sense when t he

Legi sl ature made a decision a year ago to do the planning mopey

for this facility that it makes sense that the construction
follow this year and others can speak and will speak to the need

for the facility. The first request was first initiated in 1970

which is roughly 19, going on 20years ago, and it's not a

structure that...that has not been...to %ave denonstrated need

for along tine and | would hope that this itemis not del eted.

PRESI DENT: Senator Ashford, please.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank you, M. President, and members, |

believe there will be some other speakers to talk about the Fine
Arts Building and I will nmention a few points. pg,; | nted to
relate a conversation that | had just the other day Wltﬂaan arts
teacher in the Omaha Public Schools who had graduated {,om the
Fine Arts School at UN-O who teaches in the. ipn the north side
of Omaha in a Magnet School. And he indicated to ne that gince
the beginning of his year, this |ast year as a teacher, i thi s
Magnet School that four of his students. and they were junior
and hlgh school st_udents, four Separate_”in four separate
i nstances had been killed as a result of drug-related slayings

in the Omaha community. And he related to me how, of course

how tragic this was and how tragic this was for phim personal'ly
and then continued to relate to me how i nportant he felt that
the arts was in his efforts and in the school district's effort

to communicate with children who are the victims of the
violences going on in Omha today. andl think we have heard
and read in the |ast several nonths about the efforts being
undertaken in Omaha to expand the arts in {hese areas of the
city which have been vyjctinized by the drug problem and
sonmetimes we gloss over it in thi's pody and | know not
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