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generated around the state. |, frankly, adnit | was astounded
the day of the hearing, the Friends of the Muiseum down here in
Lincoln, took an interest in thisproject, in fact came out this
summer and net with the | ocal pronoters of the project. And
since that time, as the word has spread around t he s{ ate, | have
received unsolicited letters frompeople, and we had unsolicited
groups show up at the hearing, including the Nature Conservancy,
.Lincoln  PTA, Lincoln Gem and M neral, Friends of the Miseum
Federation of Women's C ubs, Junior Federation of Wonen's d ubs,
Omeha Juni or League, Lincoln Junjor Lea Nati onal  Audubon
Society, the Nebraska Association of arth Sci ence, Un|ver5|ty
of Nebraska State Museum  vyarious _chambers of commerce a

hi storical societies and county conmi ssioners and tourism boarc?s
specifically in western Nebraska. 1' ve got a letter froma city
adnministrator here in South Sioux City that tal ks about how

i nportant he thinks that ht be. to pick traff d
H ghway 20 for the purposes gf touri sm devel opn’gR ra |Scemsovtvr‘1)

be one of those rare projects that the citizens have captured
the imagination of other citizens who have stood yp and said,
this.

PRESI DENT: One m nut e.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: ...is really something speci al | didn' t
realize Nebraska had. This ot her map that | just gave you pow
shows you what our fossil wealth |ooks like in Nebraska and
there is a proposed fossil treasures trail. gSo | think this has
maj or long-termbenefits to the State of Nebraska. Nebraska
doesn't haw to be a pass-through state, even though the
Department of Tourismhas frequently said that's really all  we
can settle for. | don't buy that. we' ve got special things in
this state, and this is a project ¢ hat | think gives us an

opportunity to develop that. So| would ask you to go ahead and
hel p us get the planning underway for this. "and1 would invite

everybody out here to seethe region. If you haven't been
t here, | know |' m biased, but it is special. gsg| thi it 5
unequal ed, not only by our neighboring states, but proban(y
anything any place else in thewrld. | would ask your support
Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or Wi hi ng, pl ease, followed by

Senator Dierks.

SENATCOR VEIHING: M. President and nenbers of the | ggisiature,
Il rise to support this. Senator Scofield, could [ ask you'a
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