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Bernard-Stevens brought us. That bill was not acted o n and
there was no amount plugged into the budget, partly.. .primari l y
because there was a request for proposals out there. I t i sn ' t
very go od bu s i n ess t o allocate money and then go through the
request fo r pr o posal process. So it's simply a matter of
timing, Senator Bernard-Stevens, of when t h a t . . . when we have
adequate information. That was recently brought to us, I think,
within the last two weeks that the request for proposal process
has b een c o mpleted. I 'm very i n t e r e s ted i n t h i s p ro j e c t . It
has a major opportunity to impact the whole educational system
i n the s ta t e . I wi l l be supportive of this library automation
project when the time comes. Naybe that time is yet this year.
I d o n ' t k now at this point, but I'm very supportive of the
concept. But I cannot deny the need for Founders Hall. Thank

PRESIDENT: Thank you . S enator B e r n a r d - St evens, pl e a s e ,
followed by Senator Warner. Senator Bernard-Stevens, yo ur t u r n .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: T hank you. Ver y q u i c k l y , and t h i s
will b e t h e f i n a l c omments I ' l l m ake . Senator Schimek was right
on arget in a couple of areas. But I think she may have missed
one p a r t i c u la r ar ea , and I want to reiterate that. Founders
Hall is facing a need of growth. At Kearney Sta t e , a s Senator
Wehrbein pointed out, there is.. .the 67 percent as i n
relationship to the other state colleges, Kearney clearly needs
more capital construction i n r e g a rds t o s p a ce . T here i s n o
doubt about that. What Senator Schimek, I think, and her and I ,
Senator Schimek and I j ust had a ni ce l i t t l e conversation
explaining it, that I was not saying right now that I wanted to
directly substitute in because that would not b e g e rmane, an dI 'm not intending to do so. What I'm intending to do is say
that we have a discussion on Fo u nders Hal l and I q u e s t i o n
whether, when we make a decision on something on overcapacity,
or in this case undercapacity, and we' re not going to be able to
solve that problem, we make that decision but we put off, or w e
do not make a decision to fund something that is very worthwhile
educationally, and I think sometimes our priorities get turned
around. Ny main intent of this this afternoon, and I think the
intent, hopefully, has been accomplished to show that there is a
lot of support out there for library automation. Senator
Wehrbein has stated that he felt the proposal w as a goo d
proposal, and the committee could not necessarily put it in the
b udget because they were goi n g through the bidding process,
which is now completed. Senator Scofield has said some real

you.
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