Nay 9, 1989 LB 814

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Senator Wehrbein, was this your area

on the budget that you were.. .| mean is it within your category'?
Then woul d you yield to a couple questions?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN:  Sure.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Senator Wehrbein, |'mjust kind of

curious. |' ve heard on the floor again the pneed for Founders
Hall, and again |I'd like to make it clear on the record that I'm
not against that happening.  Whenever you have a need of

buil ding and space, it needs to be done. What |'m concerned
about is the decision-making process that decided that Ilbrary
automation, for information for educational purposes, was

| essor priority than space needed for an overcrowded 3|tuat|on

Can | ask you, in the commttee's discussion, why did they
deci de that of the two prObI ens, one that mght be for better

education of the state college students, why was that a lessor

priority, and, obviously, it was becau_se it was not included,

the library automation, than an overcrowdi ng?

SENATOR WEHRBEI N: ] I 1l att enpt to answer that. Naybe someone
else can contribute to that, Senator Bernard-Stevens. e
had...we did not.... W knew that library automation was there.
But we wereunderstanding that there was. it was not .during
our deliberations, we were not quite prepared to make that
deci sion because they were requesting for bids and sone updated
i nformati on. Now, since we hav put this budget together, it
has been there. | guess I’ speaking for myself, but | think

others, we had hoped probably to include that inin time,
perhaps seeking its own level of funding, or its own tim ng of

funding in tine. It wasn't necessarily thrown out. It ust
that we felt that this was a bigger priority in ternms o p!ace.
I would still have hopes, say personally, to put t hat in,

if...and in nmy case, it mght be nore inportant than some ot her
things that we may have done already or will do, but it woul dn' t
necessarily include Founders Hall. | pean that issue had been
decided in my mnd.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS:  The ot her question | guess |'d like to
ask is, when Founders Ha|| is conpleted, will that solve the

over crowdi ng probl em of Kear ney? And | think the answer to that
is no.

SENATOR WEHRBEI N: Probably it would not solve it conpletely.
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