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grants to small communities. The grants will be authorized for
up to one-half the eligible project cost. It applies to
communities under 800 inhabitants who demonstrate serious
financial hardships. This, by the way, is not defined anywhere
currently in statute and would have to be determined by the
Department of Environmental Control. But the Department of
Environmental Control would submit to the Governor and the Clerk
of the Legislature a semiannual report on January 1st and July 1
of each fiscal year showing the financial status of the program,
fund balance, list of grants, time o f p a y ou ts , and nece s s a r y
appropriations required to meet t hose gran ts , a nd , y e t , as I
indicated before, this was drafted by Rick Bay over at DEC who
administ rs the Wastewater Treatment Program. The program would
come out of a separate cash fund and would not affect the State
R evolvin g Lo a n Fun d nor involve the federal requi rements
associated with the revolving fund. Senator Landis had come to
me with concerns about this amendment. saying, the last t hin g I
really need on this bill right now i s a n A bi l l , an d I
appreciate that, and we tried to take care of that, and t h o u g h t
we had it taken care of yet this morning, Senator Landis. And
as I indicated to you just a few minutes ago, after we consulted
again with DEC, it was their wish t hat we not d o that and,
again, I think it is primarily because of some of the concerns
about where we a r e i n terms of matching these f unds , t h e
uncertainty of our situation with the federal government, and so
I apologize to you for not being able to do this at this time
without a n A b i l l , bu t I t h i n k t h i s i s , again, the only way that
makes this particular mechanism accessible to small communities.
I wouldn't be a bit surprised is you stood up and opposed me on
this but I feel an obligation to bring this to the body out of
my concern for the future, particularly, of small communities
who I don't think can really use 311 or address what are very
s erious c oncerns . Th a n k y o u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: An y d i sc u s s i o n '? S enator L and i s .

SENATOR LA. VIS: I accept the amendment. It i s a f und i ng
mechanism. At th i s point, there is not an A bill. I f i t i s
offered, I may oppose the A bill and ask that it be done in the
mainline budget, but we have some time to do that. I accept t he
goal that is t rying to b e achieved he r e . I approve t h e

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Those in favor of the adoption of
the amendment please vote ay e, opp o sed nay . V oting on t h e

amendment.
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