Nay 9, 1989 LB 311

CLERK: Next anmendnent, Nr. President, Senator Scofield, AN1596.
(See page 2041 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFIELD:  Thank you. This anendment, | brought this gg
that it addresses specifically the concerns inthe articles that
you have before you on the potential inpact of this process with

smal | towns. The page number thatl cited earlier, if | can
step over here and find that for a noment, con rn with this
i ssue all al ong has been that there may trea be adequate

opportunity here to use this mechanismto address the problems
of the communities that have the biggest need for assistance
and, again, | would refer youto the lovely article, “Eff|uent,
not Affluent? which | have starred on page742, which tal ks
about, again, the history of this whole issue, andwould quote a
portion of that, which tal ks about the ups and downs of the
wast ewat er tI_’eat ment program gagnd the uncert ai nty of future
federal funding, which says, that is not good news for
communities that must conply with federal water treatmant
requi r(_aments and a nyriad of other environnmental nandates, g
accor di n% a September, 1988, EPA st udy, coul d cost the
aver age ousehol d an additional $100 per year 996 The
cunul ative cost could be greater for nunici pa||l¥| es W|th f ewe
than 2,500 residents, fewer than 2,500 residents. thls
to you because that is t hegroup of people that | amtryl ng to
hel p out here, although we make it even gsppller than that. The
studies predicted that small town user charges and fees coul d

rise by $170 per household. Andhere is the _one | think is
important in terms of the observation of this article,gngone

of the reasons why | havehad sO many concerns about LB 311.
And, again, | amaquoting frompage 742 of this oal J

articl e. "Large communities will be able g go to the bond
market for the cash they need to build and replace treatnent
plants, but small commnltles may have ¢g rely on the state
revolving loan program"” W do have some funding in the budget

that addresses this problem pyt | think given the current
mechanism under 311, | am not convinced that there is really
much there that can be done to hel p small communities. And so

having said that, now!| will get into AN1596,which was done
with, again, the advice of our research office and the

Department of Environmental control. The purpose ofthi s
anendment is to make noney available to small communities who

are unable to afford | oans even with a discounted interest rate,
and so it says the state will nmke available up to $300, 000 for
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