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PRESIDENT: It is withdrawn. Mr. C le r k .

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Withem would move to return the
bill, specifically to strike Section 8 of the bill.

PRESIDENT: Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yeah, I'm sitting here debating with myself as
to whether I should pull this motion, talk about it and then
pull it or bring it to a full vote. Obviousl r , I can ' t pu l l i t
without talking because I have already forgone that option. So
I will at least talk on it and then we will make the next
decis io n as we g o a l on g . This deals with the Pha--macy College
and the repair of the Pharmacy College. If I hadn't spent so
much of my time and energy in the last couple of weeks looking
into this, I would probably just go ahead and pull the motion
without...without even discussing it. But I just wanted to
report back to the body I h ave h a d seve r a l d i scus s i o n s with
people f r om Un i v er si t y Med i ca l C enter, p eople in th e
architectural community of Omaha, people in the e ngineer i n g
community of Omaha and I'm probably more convinced today than I
was a week ago that the passage of Section 8 of LB 812 i n t h e
manner in which it is being proposed is not a proper legislative
action to take. And I am not. ..consequently, I am not going to
be voting in support of 812 when the. ..when the final vote comes
up. Some of the concerns I have, one of those, I guess, is with
the Black and Veatch study. I f yo u r e c a l l , on Se l e c t Fi l e , we
were told that because there appeared to be still some very
substantive questions by members of the body as to whether these
repairs ar e need e d, t hat we we re g oi ng t o t ak e on e more
independent look at the numbers and the statistics and we were
going to get an independent consultant to come i n a nd t ake a
look at the...at the statistics and t he num ber s and t he
calculations. It was my understanding at that time that t h is
independent consultant was going to contact b oth t h e Da l y
Company that did the calculations, indicating that t here i s a
need for this, for these repairs, and that they were also going
to contact a gentleman by the name of Gene Holland who had been,
admittedly he was an expert witness testifying on behalf of the
original designers...the original designers of the building but
that has some expertise in this area and had some opin i on s and
that they were going to look at the assumptions of both of
those. I found out yesterday morning that that did not ta ke
place. Black and Veatch Company that did this interpretation

5973


