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SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR CROSBY: ...I would hope that some outside entity might
be a part of that study, s o i t j ust i sn ' t a l l i n hous e . Thank

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a to r C hambers , S ena to r L y nc h o n d e c k .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
I support Senator Moore's amendment, and I think he ma de i t
crystal clear, but so that it is clear what I am voting for. He
is allowing. the money to stay there for a study bu t t he
$3,162,000 is not going to be appropriated, and I think that is
something we need to do, Senator Moore's a mendment. The r e h a v e
been a number of articles about the items added to LB 813. This
would be more difficult to justify than any one of those items
we added because there was an actual program that the money was
t here for. In thi s instance, money is b eing aop r o p r i a t e d
without anybody being able to show a need for it, and th e p u b l i c
would ask, well, if the need has beens hown, why have a st u d y '?
I think the study should be conducted by a third party and, by
that, I m eant an ou tside interest,and we should look at the
matter comprehensively. The Appropriations Committee has taken
a p i e c emea l app r o a c h . The Corrections Department, when they
came here with their offerings or askings, came with a piecemeal
approach. I had said earlier, and I want it in this part of the
discussion also, that Mr. Gunter acknowledged to me that guards
need more training, and that they need a better salary, which
everybody knows, but there has been no money requested for that.
And I told him if he would ask for that kind of money, I w o u l d
be in the forefront of trying to get that. I understand that in
the operation of the facilities, the people who do the work are
the most important element. You can write all the r ule s t h at
you w an t t o , y ou c an h ave a s ma n y peo p le s i t t i ng i n t h e
administrative offices as you please, you can have a honey- t o n ed
director vising the minds of the Appropriations Committee for
more money , but when t h e act u al operat i o n o f t h e f ac i l i t y ,
whichever one it happens to be, has to be considered, you look
at the people who are the guards. They are called corrections
officers. And if they are not well-suited to do their job, we
are just giving a first class facility for third class people to
operate in and create additional problems for the Legislature to
deal with. In order to not have to go into all of those kind of
questions, namely, why are you doing the less important and

you.
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