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SENATOR HANNI BAL: Nr . Speaker, Senator Hall does nmake a good
point and, as a matter of fact, again, | will reiterate | did
take the liberty to sit in on the hearing that the Judiciary
Committee had to see if | could hear anything newor different

than what was presented to us and that very question did cone up
as to whether or not there would be alternative placenents in

existing county jails. | didn't hear that. | heard some. .|
heard sonme references to sone ideas that there m ght be some
vacant spaces available. However, the committee..l mean

the...again, the Corrections Departnent did do a survey and sent’
out to all the count ies, all 93 counties, to find out what |ing
of capacity they did have and they got back quite a few

responses. They got back some actual beds that could be
avai |l abl e. However, the majority of those that responded woul d
not commit to any. However, they indicated some willingness 4

tal k about it. The problemis that | got the inpression, dl
had heard any nunber from 150 beds avail able across the state in
the county jails that may be available that did not conport with
the survey that was sent out. The two |argest counties, Douglas
County and Lancaster County, would not commt to any beds
availabl e and said they would work with them andthen we talk
about the cost involved, as Senator Hall brought up, what the
cost would be if you used the. ppyved the population into the
existing system and the information that we Rave, and | have
not heard it refuted,and | would be interested in hearing it
refuted if it were possible, is that the costs that \ere being
alluded to by the counties wa somewhere around 45, 46,
50 dollars per day. Actually, the cost, the operating c¢ost of
the facilities right npowis, in our present institution, is
about $21 a day, 21.50, the new facility, excuse me. Then after
you add the construction costs, 35 Senator Hall poi nted out, you
nove up to about $29 a day, |nc| uding the construction costs
you move up to about $29. The point iS,yhat the Corrections
Department will say to the Judiciary Committee, at they have
said to us, that even if there were beds available, which _is not
certain, which is unlikely, and certainl y woul dn't be avail able
on a Iong termbasis, that it would be, indeed, more expensive
for us to house the inmates there than it would be in these
structures. Even notwithstanding that, we were tal ki ng at
maxi mum theoretically, based on what | heard in the Judiciary
Committee, of 150 beds. We are |ooking at a bed popul ation ¢

somewhere around 400 in need. So, again, while | havereat
enpat hy for what Senator Hall and Senator Chanbers is trying to
say, | don't see any alternatives to what we have. | would love
to see alternatives. | would love to say we don't have to spend
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