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SENATOR HARTNETT: = M. Speaker and menbers of the body, this
section would strike program npunber 913, construction of an
adj ustment center at the State Penitentiary which is for the
fiscal year 1989-90 of 454,120 of General Funds and in the
fiscal year 1990-91 of $4,087,080 of General Fund money.
would like to give the rest of ny opening to Senator Chanbers.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: M. Chairman and nenbers of the Legi sl ature,
t hank you, Senator Hartnett. \hat we' re talki ng about doing s

spending several millions of dollars for prison construction.
Now this anmendnent, | think, is one that should be voted in
affirmtive. VW should take this money out of the budget.

There should be a study as to whether it is needed, the
expenditure for the purposethat the department asked, gnd

whether it's going to at all inpact on the overcrowding. For
the information of those who may not have followed this issue,
this is to build a new adjustment center. The inmates call it
_the hole". Currently, they have space for 36 people. This
will add 44 new slots. Byt the overcrowding that occurs that is
justifying all of this noney to be spent is not occurring in the
adjustment center. It's the rank and file type person o is
sentenced. So why are we going to make the | argest expenditur

in the area that is not causing the overcrowdi ng? It doesn't
make sense. And ¢ theY need 44npre spaces, because that
facility would house 80 people, the one they want to build, hat
are they doing with those 44 other people now? If they have

nore space, they give nmore bad wite-ups, they take nmbre good
time, they send nore people to the hole. Thereis no oversight
of the institution of any kind in terms of their internal
operation. And one of the bitter fruits peing borne is this
proposal to spend $4,541,000 to build a newhole, not for
rehabilitation, not adding to prison | ndustries, not to give
training or any of the things that we woul d hope a Departnent of
Corrections would be about, but to create a thiefdom Tnis s a
power play by the Director of Corrections just like the
construction of a nultitude of buildings on a college campus
woul d be by a university adm nistration or its presiggnt. This
facility is not needed. A person can be sent to the hole for
next to noth'™.g and, again, even in the prison there isgp
arbitrariness that you find when you (eview who the charge
what they charge people with and how they sentence ¥hem Some
of the problems that contribute to overcrowding, the Director
had to admit this when he came before the committee, their
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