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that our predecessor...or our successors, | should say, in the
next few years don't have to stand up here and build even nore
of these things, because this, for ne, was the single hardest
vote of anything in this whole budget. Sol guess | would ask
you to leave it in but let's all walk away fromthis more
conmmtted to try to find sone reasonable solutions and let' s
address some of the things that Senator Chambers jgs raj si ng
because | think he raises some valid points. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senat or Hanni bal, would you care to discuss
it?

SENATOR HANNI BAL: M. Speaker, | would yield my tine to Senator
Chambers.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and nmenbers of the | egislature,
thank you, Senator Hannibal, and, Senator Scofield, | appreciate
what you said. If you all got as many letters and requests for
help fromfemale inmates as | do, and| don't have an answer for
themin a lot of instances, you would see that there is
serious problem In many instances, these wonen are the sofie

parent in a one-parent family. When they' re taken and put in
York many tinmes they run the risk of losing their children. pe

society ~ should look at the i mpact overall of these kinds of
things that we di obody has ever indicated that the wonen ;j,
York...and I'm not saying that there are not instances where
maybe incarceration is justified for wonen, but that is not
where the terrible danger to society inheres. I'm sure we could
find other ways to deal with a |ot of these women. Many of
their crimes are of an economic variety. Some of them are

sent enced for what's called Cheating on wel fare and th
dastardly deed is done by getting a job and not reporting it ang
continuing to receive assistance from the state to rear
children. And when it is found out that they were trying to get
on their feet but, because of the way the | aws are constructed
they did sonething that we have labeled a crinme, exanples must
be made of these nothers and they nust be | ocked away and their
children nmust be taken and placed in foster care. Someti mes
parental rights may even be terminated. Andwhat is the purpose
of all of this? To punish. To punish. And the Legislature, |
think, has an obligation if in so many other areas we tal k about
trying to preserve the family, salvage people who are
salvageable, we need to | ook at those things right at a point
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