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or evaluation, continued constructionfor nore incarceration.
Again, | say, on the York segment, | think that construction s
necessary but I think farmore than what is being offered here
is called for. But if sonething can be r(educed to an amount
spent on brick and nortar. ..

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: .. .or,in this case, they call it beds, then
the job has been done, but it hasn't. We haven't begun to
address the issue of overcrowding. W need to let the judges

know t hat attention is f ocused on how ) the%/ sentence; on
prosecutors, how they charge; the plea bargains that they offer.

And when we see a huge disparity in sentencing it's a matter of
concern for the Legislature, or it should be. But since we feel
that it won't happen to us or ours, then it's not a matter of

concern till it does happen to one of us, then there suddenly
cones an understanding of a law bearing down in a \ay that i
overly harsh. I "' m not speaking agai nst theYork pr oalosar1 but F
can see the way the question is going to pe called that |'m

going to have to have an opportunity to address the issues that
| think are inportant...

S PEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: .in any way that I can, by any means
necessary.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: M. President and members, | rise to
reluctantly support leaving this issue in. | think | mentioned
the other day on the floor that this was one of the things that
really made me gag when we put together this budget. And
Senator Chanbers is raising what | think are sonme valid points
as far as the kinds of thi ngs t hat we, asabody’ have to | ook
at. But | have to stand up and confess that | "think my reaction
to some of the good work that even our research departnent has
been doing on this whole area of conmunity correcti onswas ing

of , |1 don't want to think about that stuff. That's not very
pleasant. | don't like to think about c¢riminals and | don't
like to think about what we dowith them Andso | think
perhaps if there is a...if there is a good thing that would cone
out of this particular discussion today, perhaps the nost useful
is the cold, harsh reality that we have all had to face that
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