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h ouse. S h e was p r egnant and she had a y oung ch i l d . There was a
man staying there. T hat' s what s h e g o t . The judge s a i d t h e
city is sick and tired or fed up with this drug problem. All
right, a white woman was found in west Omaha and you know what
was in he r h ou s e? Co c ai n e , marijuana plants growing i n t he
b asement, gu n s an d d o g s . When she went before Judge Hickman he
acquitted her, although all this was found in her h ouse. Sh e
was acquitted. So the black yo u n g w o man went t o Yo r k ,
contributing to the overcrowding. The white woman with the
guns, dogs, knives, cocaine and marijuana plants growing in the
basement was acquitted, so she's not a part of the overcrowding.
This is known as disparate sentencing, if you want to be n i ce .
It's racism if you call it what it is. And when you l o o k a t t h e
overabundance o f black people in these institutions, then you
could attribute it to what some people want to by saying b l ack
p eople ar e si mp l y mor e cr i m in a l l y i n c l i n e d . But the problem
w ith that is you s ee situations where, i n some ca se s,
co-defendants , one black and one white, the black one will go to
j a i l , t he w h i te o n e won ' t . In cases where similar offenses have
been committed, if both of them are jailed, the black gets a
much longer sentence than the white one and that contributes to
t he ove r c r o wding . Wh en we look at the internal disciplinary
procedures it is by taking away good time that some o f the
overcrowding has been produced in the Penitentiary. T he way t o
keep a facility strong in the mind of a director of c orrec t i o n s
i s t o h a v e a l o t of p eo p l e i n i t . If the courts are not sending
enough p e o p l e i n t o swell t h e p o p u la t i o n, y o u mus t u t i l i ze t he
tools at your disposal to keep them there. So they sat up this
internal d isciplinary system. It is a rbitrary, it is
discriminatory. They will allow people to sit in judgment who
a re f i l i n g t he co mp l a i n t , which violates the l aw a n d t he
department's own rules, but the Legislature does not care. When
I raised these issues with the Chief Justice, who was t he r e t o
talk about other matters to the Judiciary Committee, he didn' t
want to deal with it. He said they deal with one case at a time
and they can't look beyond that and I told him the court had
undertaken st ud i es of oth er matters related to the
administration of the system, why couldn't they take a l ook at
this. I'm talking about your Chief Justice of the Nebraska
Supreme Court and it's not sufficiently important for him to
undertak e a st ud y but they see what comes before them in the
cases that come up on appeal. They can see the differences in
sentencing that occur and yet they feel no responsibility to do
anything about it. I do . You p l ay i n t o t he h a nd s o f t h e
corrections department director when you allow, without analysis
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