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process to be responsible for it so that you geteven nore
fam liar with those particul ar agencies so that you can ask even
nore specific questions nmaybe when they cone in. | don't know
if that's a good idea or not but 1 do think it would be maybe
good to do that and then pass it around a little bit so nobody
ets possessive about any one agenc

%ugggstlons and | thi )qu n'ayt?e thyat wals p%?tveofh?% Janglrgrly
Committee report that county jails be asked to take sone of the
prisoners and | think that idea certainly should be | ooked into
but | think that we all recognize that that is a very short term
solution and it's already been recognized here on the floor
today that no matter what we do or when We build that it' s

probably going to be an ongoing problem — Ap would like to
remind you that that was one of the issues on the f1oor that

tal ked about when we tal ked about increasing fromthree to

years sentencing for possession of substances and | think that %

have read enough articles recently to know that this is a
nationwide trend and that it will probably continue until we
find a different approach to deal with the problens. But |
agree with Senator Chambers that there are |ots of other things
besi des buildings that are inportant in our prison system I,
personal |y, had real questions about increasing the number of
beds out at the State Penitentiary in the maxi num security units
and not increasing other beds out there because, 35| understand
ii, there are problens in all the units. i
spite of all of those things | think that | eaul dNELAGeLgss; 10
and argue definitively, pased upon the figures that we were
gi ven, that there really is a need and that if We don't do it
this  year, we're going to have to do it next year andif we
don't do it next year, we're going to haveto do it the year
after that. So | guess | would just urge that you vote against
this particular amendment. Thank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Senator Elmer, would you care to discuss it?

Followed by...oh, Senator Chanbers, do you care to discuss it?
Fol | owed by Senators Scofield and Wehr bein.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman and nenmbers of the Legislature

this area does make ne very testy. And | notice how | ong the’y
dlscuss things about Gane and Parks, playtime gpq4 recreation,
but I'm | ooking at what haﬁpens to peopl e because of |aws that
the Legislature passes and t

e way judges choose to admi ni st er
t hem I had brought before the body the case of younglbl ack
wonman in Omaha who was sentenced to a nmininmumof 15 months and
maybe it was to three years because cocai ne was foound inrher
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