May 8, 1989 LB 814

STATOR SCOFI ELD: Vell, yes, | will, M. President,gnd only
because comng from..a good distance fromthis park, gpe might
wonder why | woul dcare one. wayor the other. Byt | went out
and took the trouble to tour the park. | have lived in both
Lincoln and Omia and one of the things that | have noticed
about both of these cities is there is a real need, | think, for
more recreational facili ties close to the two places.
Obviously, we'd Iike to have you come out and use our state
parks in the west and conme out and spend your tourism doll ars
out there, but that isn't realistic unless yov. have a week or so
to spend. And so after touring this facility and | ooking at the

possi bilities, particularly for famly recreation, | was
inpressed with the array of activities that are proposed, with
the quality that has gone into the planning of this. |t is

sonething that | have gone home and talked {4 Yy onstituents
about that if you're ever going to cone east, you oug%t to think

very seriously about seeing this parkand some of the other

attractions down here, like the zoo, like Platte Rjver and so
on. There isn't enough back and forth in this state. There

isn't enough appreciation by us in the west of what you have

the east and vice versa, and | woul d agree whol eheartedly with
Senator Labedz's remarks, after | ookin at this. This s

sonething that s badly needed not on?% to enhance tourismin

the state, which | am convincedit will, but I think it is going
to really add sonething to those people who spend their g mmers

in hot and humid Lincoln and Omha. vyouneed a place to go and
I'm wil Iing to help you puild that. I think it's a fine
addition to the state's park systemand | would urge your
support. As far as the cabins, this is g4 significant sum of

money, but the point has been made that there has been a

remendous  outpouring  of private donations, but the
conversations that |I' veheard are fronprivate donors, that
private donors have been nore than willing to support _this park

but, at some point, since they are putting noney intog state
venture, they'd like to see a little comitnment on the part

the state. And so | think, given what has been acconplished out

there with private funds, given what this will mean not only to

t he peopl e of Lincoln and Omaha, but the people of the entire
state, then |'m perfectly happy to go ahead and put somegtate

noney behind this and conplete this park and have a facility for

people to enjoy during the spring, sumrer and fall months.  And

| guess this is actually supposed to be open year round with the
ski runs and so forth, sol think it is well worth supporting.
Thank you.
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