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not spend it. We are spending too much now. When I was home
last weekend, why I talked to 12 or 15 constituents,w hich i s
not a great number, probably 90 percent of the people in my
town, 15 would cover it, but they were all over me like a
Persian carpet about why do you keep spending this money, why do
you keep spending it? They said every day in the paper we have
a dded 5 0, 0 0 0 he r e , 100 , 0 0 0 . I sai d i t i s t he t h i ng t o d o . It
is the most popular game going on in the Legislature now, a nd I
would like to see some taken out. I don't care if we spend it.
I'd prefer not to spend it. If the reserve gets too big, I w i l l
give you my word of honor, in three years the reserve wil l n ot
be that big. So we do not have to spend it. My idea is not to
spend. But this particular item, number one, of this d am, I
plan on s upporting the d am, leaving it in. T hat was on e o f
them. I have not went item for i tem w h a t I wi l l o r wo n ' t
support but I don 't see anything wrong with us, as a body ,
hearing why your Appropriations Committee, we don' t kn ow t h e se
facts. We n eed to know what went into your decision and it is
easier to give us this decision t han w h y y ou g i ve p i ece by
piece, 200 and s ome m illion to the university. We would be
forever and a day going over that, but these can be explained in
relatively short order. Now I know t h e r e wil l b e some
complicated things but I a m no t for this amendment of Paul
Hartnett's and myself to take the money and spend it. I want t o
take it and not spend it. That is where I am coming from and I
realize that probably half or more will remain in the budget,
maybe 100 percent, but I just think it is a good thing f o r t he
process. I get not hing out of it xf it is in or out, to be
truthful. Ju st like I argued t he ot he r d ay i n t h o se f ou r
regional centers for DED, I don ' t g et on e . The way t hey a r e , I
didn't get one with the Red Wil lo w am endment . I t mak e s n o
difference to m y district, but the fact that we keep spending
money and spending it, and spending it, t hey ask why . I d on ' t
know. I t j u st l ook ed l i ke t he t h i n g t o do , I gu es s . I t h i nk
probably when we finally get done with the w h ole m ainl i n e
budget, why I will probably be able to put a red vote up there
on the final day. It may be the only one but we have went wild
w ith ou r s p e n d i n g . Twenty percent in two years, it is more than
that now. I don't care if there have been things on hold, let' s
hold them and let's use some discretion, which I am not too sure
we are using that discretion. But I want to take it out to keep
the money, not to spend it. T hank you, Mr . S p eaker .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Hannibal, did you wish to
speak to the motion? I have a number of lights on here. We may
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